
	The Garden Clubs of Australia 2013 Convention
Hosted by Friends of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens

‘Blooming in Ballarat,

 Gardens, Gold and History’

PERSONAL DETAILS:

Name 


Address 



 Postcode 


Contact Phone No 


Name for badge 


Club 

TRAVEL PLANS:

Please indicate if you are coming by:

Coach
(
Private car
(
Train
(
Name of accommodation: 


AGM DAY MEETINGS:

Please tick if you will be attending:

     (    AGM 

     (    AGM Delegates’ Meeting

     (    Zone Co-ordinators’ Meeting

     (    GCA Judges’ Meeting

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS:

Please indicate if you are:  Gluten free ……………………..(
                                          Vegetarian ……………………(
The privacy of your personal information will be treated with the utmost respect.
	FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Please detach and return the Registration Form to the address below no later than 31 July 2013.  Registering before 30 June 2013 will entitle you to be placed in the draw for an Early Bird prize.  Cancellation refunds will be at the discretion of the GCA committee, but there will be no refund for cancellations after              1 September 2013. 
A list of accommodation in Ballarat, which will be serviced by our pick-up buses, is enclosed.  Please make your own accommodation bookings.  For information on accommodation requiring self-drive to the main bus collection points, consult 
(03) 5324 2891 or www.visitballarat.com.au.

Registration: at St Patrick’s Cathedral Hall (SPCH) in Dawson St Sth on Sunday 15 September 2013 from 1:00pm to 4:00 pm.        
Late registrations may be made from 8:00am to 9:00am on Monday 16 September 2013 at the Ballarat & District Trotting Club (BDTC), Cnr Bell & Sutton Streets, Redan VIC 3350.
Tours will be filled on a ‘first come first served’ basis.  If necessary we will contact you to offer a second preference.  All tour buses will depart from, and return to, the Ballarat & District Trotting Club, where there is ample parking.

BDTC is the venue for the AGM Day and evening entertainment.  
You will be given a full programme of events with maps, on registration.  More copies will be available at BDTC, or by contacting the FBBG.

PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION FORMS & PAYMENT TO:


Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens Inc

PO Box 33W,


BALLARAT WEST, VIC, 3350
Cheques made to: Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens Inc
Direct credit:  Bendigo Bank  633-108 147 747 778  
FOR MORE INFORMATION:


Secretary FBBG: (03) 5342 9354

                              info@fbbg.org.au  &  www.fbbg.org.au

	The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc.

2013 BIENNIAL 
NATIONAL CONVENTION
Hosted by
[image: image1.jpg]



 ‘Blooming in Ballarat
Gardens, Gold and History’
15-18 September 2013
Ballarat, VIC
Proudly supported by: City of Ballarat and 

                                        Ballarat Regional Tourism


                                                                                                                                                                                                      (
	WELCOME
The Friends of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens (FBBG) are delighted to have been invited to host The Garden Clubs of Australia (GCA) 2013 Convention.  Ballarat is a major provincial city in the central highlands region of Victoria, with a population of around 100 000.  It is just over 100Km from Melbourne, about 90 minutes by either train/coach or car.  The weather in September can be cool and wet, with temperatures ranging from 0°C to 20°C, so we advise you to bring a selection of clothing, including parka and footwear, appropriate for outdoor excursions.  

Because there is so much to see in Ballarat and districts, we are offering a choice of tours.  There are two full day tours and a number of half-day tours, but only three days available to fit them in.  The convention will officially end on Wednesday.  An optional program exists for those who may wish to depart later.  
FBBG and GCA Committee encourage all participants to attend the AGM Lunch with Guest Speaker (cost included in registration).  The FBBG look forward to welcoming you and ensuring that your stay in Ballarat is most rewarding.  
PROGRAMME

Sunday 15 September 2013
1:00 – 4:30 pm  Registration at St Patrick’s Cathedral Hall (SPCH), Dawson St Sth. Ballarat VIC 3350.
5:00 – 6:30 pm Official Welcome in the SPCH.
Monday 16 September 2013
A choice of full or half-day tours, with morning or afternoon tea, and/or lunch, provided as appropriate.

The full day tour includes a tour of the Buninyong Botanical Gardens; on to the summit of Mt Buninyong, a visit to three private properties and lunch in Brim Brim.  Morning half-day tours include a visit to Lambley and Misty Downs Nurseries or a guided tour of our Botanical Gardens.  In the afternoon, tour the Ballarat Botanical Gardens.  In the evening, visit Ballarat’s renowned Astronomical Observatory.
Tuesday 17 September 2013
AGM DAY.  We hope most people will attend the full program of the AGM, in particular the AGM Lunch with Guest Speaker from  12:15 – 2:00 pm, at the Ballarat & District Trotting Club (BDTC).  Two afternoon, half day excursions are offered: Creswick Woollen Mills or Cacti and Succulents Display in the Botanical Gardens Conservatory.  Evening Entertainment and Twilight Talks at BDTC.  
Wednesday 18 September 2013 (OFFICIAL CONVENTION END DAY)
A choice of a full or half-day tours, with morning/afternoon tea, and/or lunch, provided as appropriate.

The full day tour visits two historic district properties: Ercildoune at Learmonth and Banongil at Skipton.  In the morning, visit 4 Private Town Gardens.  In the afternoon visit the Heritage listed Fish Hatchery and enjoy a Paddle Steamer ride on Lake Wendouree.    
Thursday 19 September 2013 (OPTIONAL END DAY)
A visit to Lambley and Misty Downs Nurseries or 4 x Private Ballarat Gardens.  
See the GCA website, www.gardenclubs.org.au, for more information.
	REGISTRATION FORM

Please tick your choice of event or tour, add up your total,

Detach, and return with your payment.
All prices are per person.

REGISTRATION FEE ($25) + AGM LUNCHEON  &  GUEST SPEAKER ($50) + OFFICIAL WELCOME ($25)
 ….$100………..(
MONDAY TOURS:
Full Day Tour: 

Historic Buninyong & district
 $65 
(
    Half Day Tours: [Choose one or both]

Lambley & Misty Downs [am] 
 $30 
(
Ballarat Botanical Gardens [am] 
 $20 
(
Ballarat Botanical Gardens [pm] 
 $20 
(
Evening: 
Ballarat Observatory
 $25 
(
TUESDAY PROGRAM
AGM DAY & MEETINGS [am]
Half Day Tours: 

    Creswick Woollen Mills [pm] 
 $30 
(
Cacti and Succulents Display [pm] 
 $20   
(
Evening (7:00 – 9:30pm):

Twilight Talks & Entertainment 
 $25   
(
    WEDNESDAY TOURS:

Full Day Tour:  

Ercildoune and Banongil
 $65 
(
    Half Day Tours: [Choose one or both]
Visit 4 Private Town Gardens [am] 
 $30 
(
Fish Hatchery & Paddle Steamer ride [pm]
 $30 
(
    Farewell BBQ & Thanks……………………………… … $20………. .(

(5:00- 7:00pm)
THURSDAY TOURS (Optional):
Lambley & Misty Downs [am]
 $30 
(
Visit 4 Private Town Gardens [am]
 $30 
(
    NB.  Travel in own group coach will reduce full day tour cost by   $25 and half day tour cost by $15

    TOTAL ENCLOSED:                                                 $ ……………….





