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BY JULIE BRADBY

The past period has been 
one of considerable activi-

ty and achievement for the 
Friends of the Ballarat Botanical 

Gardens, reflecting both the energy 
of our members and the strength of 
our partnerships.

The recent Begonia Festival once again provided an oppor-
tunity to showcase the contribution of the Friends to the 
wider community. Our volunteers played a significant role 
across a range of initiatives, including the Plant Crèche, 
the Gatekeepers Cottage Garden History Museum, Plant 
Nursery sales, two Community Display Gardens and the 
Ambassadors welcoming thousands of visitors to the Bego-
nias in the Conservatory. These efforts helped in creating 
a welcoming, engaging, interactive experience for visitors 
while highlighting the depth of the scope of the Friends 
work within the Ballarat Botanical Gardens.

We were also pleased to mark two important occasions 
with members and guests. Celebratory soirées were held 
to recognise Elizabeth Gillfillan’s OAM, a well-deserved 
honour, and to farewell long-serving and much-valued 
members Beth and Raoul Dixon. Their contributions 
over many years have been deeply appreciated and leave a 
lasting legacy.

Communication with members continues through our 
eNewsletters, while the Wellingtonia Journal itself remains 
an important record of our activities, interests, and history. 
The recent establishment of our new Garden Club has 
been particularly encouraging, with strong attendance at 
its initial meetings and excursion, and further activities 
planned.

Gardens,Community, 
Vision and Legacy

Julie Bradby with Gardens Curator Donna Thomas and Mayor  
Councillor Tracey Hargreaves in the Conservatory at the Ballarat 

Botanical Gardens
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A significant highlight has been the joint strategic 
meeting held with the Gardens Foundation and Council 
representatives, including Donna Thomas (Gardens Cu-
rator), David Keighrey, and Luke Ives alongside members 
of the Friends Masterplan Group. This collaborative 
discussion focused on the future direction of the Gardens 
under the Masterplan.

While recognising the 
importance of activating 
the southern gardens 
precinct, there was strong 
alignment around pri-
oritising the northern 
precinct. This includes 
the Fernery Landscape 
Project and improved 
connections between the 
Cottage, Wetlands and 
Fairyland, together with 
the proposed Children’s 
Garden—a nature-based 
space designed to en-
courage curiosity and 
exploration. This direction 
has been endorsed, and 
we now await further 
detail from Council 
regarding planning and 
development pathways. 
It is encouraging to see a 
genuine three-way part-
nership between Council, 
Foundation and Friends 
emerging through this 
process.

Within the Gardens, 
ongoing work continues across several areas. The Cottage 
has supported community education through the Gar-
dens for Wildlife program, while Terry O’Brien leading 
the Wild Garden Carers have made excellent progress in 
the Wetlands with planting and maintenance. The results 
achieved in a relatively short time are already evident.

Our Ambassadors, very ably led by Trish Twaits, con-
tinue to provide a valuable presence in the Gardens on 
weekends, warmly welcoming visitors and enhancing the 
public’s experience of this much-loved amazing array pf 
collections plants and design.

Our Botanikids program continues to grow in both pop-
ularity and impact. At last count, 31 families were regis-

tered across the Under Fives Nature Club and the After 
School Botany Club—an encouraging sign of the strong 
interest in nature-based learning for younger members of 
our community.

The Botanical Artists are currently preparing for the Pol-
linators Exhibition, and the work underway is of a very 

high standard, bringing 
together botanical art with 
representations of insect 
and bird life.

As President I have been 
invited to be a part of 
the Steering Committee 
involved in the devel-
opment of a Pollinator 
Pathway Garden project 
in partnership with the 
South Ballarat Rotary 
Club.  A Community Im-
pact Grant of $14,000 has 
been secured, and initial 
works have commenced. 
This initiative will com-
plement the planned 
Indigenous Garden at 
the Cottage and further 
strengthen the environ-
mental focus of our work.

Summer plantings estab-
lished from the Com-
munity Display Gardens 
at the Festival are now 
thriving at the Cottage, 
and members are encour-
aged to visit and observe 
their progress. The antici-

pated upgrade to the Gardens irrigation system will be an 
important support to these developments.

Our Friends Guides have had a particularly busy period, 
especially throughout March, delivering a full program of 
tours. We were also pleased to host the Geelong Friends 
group and look forward to maintaining that connection 
with a return visit in due course. The Guides led the 
ANZAC Heritage Walk, after which tours move into a 
winter recess before resuming in Spring. The planned 
May bus tour to Malmsbury has unfortunately been 
postponed due to uncertainty around fuel availability, 
but it is hoped this can be rescheduled later in the year. 
Read the Ellis Rowan article we are permitted to publish 
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from the magazine Living Ballarat, article written by Gail 
Thomas.  This will give you a perspective of the amazing 
life Ellis lived and why perhaps Malmsbury has pushed 
for a statue of Ellis Rowan for their Gardens. 

Looking ahead, the coming months present a full and 
varied program. Events include the ANZAC Heritage 
Walk and Cottage opening in April, the Wellbeing Day 
in May as part of BGANZ activities, and Wellingtonia 
in mid-May. The Annual General Meeting will feature 
guest speaker Andrea Proctor, and planning is underway 
for the Spring Garden Event. The Friends Open Gardens 
program, scheduled for October and November, will be a 
key initiative linked to the work of the Garden Club.

Don’t forget our three Winter Coffee Mornings with a 
guest speaker hosted by FBBG Garden Club. Members 
welcome. 

Membership and financial matters remain sound, and 
we will continue to focus on sustaining and growing our 
member base.

The Committee currently has a vacancy for a representa-
tive to the Australian Association of Friends of Botanic 
Gardens, the peak national body representing Friends 
groups across Australia, of which we have been a member 
since its inception. Information and a link to the Asso-
ciation are included in our eNewsletters under “Friendly 
Reminders,” and members are encouraged to explore 
their activities, including upcoming conferences and their 
newsletter *Eucalypt*. If you are interested in contrib-
uting at this level, we would welcome your enquiry and 
would be pleased to discuss the role further.

I would like to acknowledge and thank Donna Thomas, 
Gardens Curator, and all Gardens staff for their dedica-
tion, professionalism and ongoing care of these remark-
able Gardens. Their work underpins much of what we are 
able to achieve as Friends.

Recently we enjoyed a General Meeting with guest 
speaker Barry Gibson from the Permaculture Guild. Over 
thirty members agreed the practical session was most 
welcome. 

Finally, I extend sincere thanks to our Hospitality Group 
and to all members and volunteers whose time, effort and 
enthusiasm continue to shape and support the Gardens.

The Friends are not only custodians of the rich heritage of 
the Gardens - we are active partners in shaping a resilient, 
engaging and inspiring future for the Ballarat Botanical 
Gardens.
Images courtesy of Hayley Hynes Photography

Garden Club 
Report  
BY WAYNE HARBOUR

The initial meeting of the new Garden Club was held in 
the George Longley Building (GLB) and there are now 
23 members who have acted on their interest and joined 
the new group.  Some members are new to Friends of 
Ballarat Botanical Gardens and others have been around 
for a while.  The Garden Club members are all using 
WhatsApp to chat & communicate and this is working 
very well.  Now that the Begonia Festival has concluded 
we will be thinking of some activities for the Garden 
Club to get involved with.  Some members enjoyed a 
lovely visit to Lambley Nursery, with a guided tour by 
David Glenn.  The group has also had a visit to a local 
garden of note going through a redesign by Paul Bengay 
on the slopes of Mt Buninyong.  We also might share 
some photos of problem areas of our home gardens for 
suggestions from the group.  We have arranged guest 
speakers for three Garden Club morning teas in June, 
July and August, other members are also welcome to at-
tend.  We will add other activities and events as the group 
continues to form, develop and grow.

Please contact the office if you would like to join your 
other friends in this new FBBG interest group.
Image courtesy of Hayley Hynes Photography




