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BY JULIE BRADBY

I walk the gardens often  
and many of you do too,  

I’m sure. This spring the 
Gardens seem to be brimming  

with unique colour and beauty. The  
beds are full of colour, amazing design 
and obvious meticulous planning. 

The gardening staff need to know the height, texture and 
colour of each of the plants and species selected for every 
flower bed design. Sounds simple; however, they must 
get it right every time too. No pressure! So next time you 
stroll past these lovely floral display beds, spare a thought 
for the staff and their dedication to a job very well done. 

A gardener shares stories and hope in her garden.

Recently I was invited to visit a friend’s garden and was 
treated to a delightful tour. The garden was full of an 
array of her beautiful plant treasures. Each had a family or 
neighbourly link. I was shown the demise of a beautifully 
iconic old tree and although there was a hint of sadness, 
there was a strong sense of hope as another tree is now 
beginning to thrive nearby. 

As I drove away with the promise of many gifted plants, I 
reflected on how gardeners are mostly people who are full 

of hope, stoic, generous, love the fresh air and best of all 
are happy to share their gardening journey. How lucky we 
are to be among such wonderful people in the Friends. As 
President that has to be the very best part of my role. 

It’s been a quiet time over winter for the Friends; however, 
we did enjoy very much our Botanical Artists Exhibition, 
The Weird and Wonderful. It was a beautiful exhibition 
and very successful with many sales and many attendees. 
Well done, ladies. The group expertly worked a roster for 
the five days, a mammoth undertaking. Well done to Ro 
and Karen and all their team. Hats off to Wayne Harbour, 
our Office Manager, for his expertise in administrative 
support all the way through from initial planning to the 
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exhibition itself. Thank you to the Hospitality group for 
catering on the opening afternoon that added to a very 
congenial gathering of 70 guests.

Enjoy this issue of the Friends’ spring Wellingtonia  
Journal.

You will no doubt be glad to read of the exciting start of 
the new Wild Gardeners Group working in the Wetlands 
weeding and planting with Curator Donna working with 
them. Terry O’Brien is leading this group and I’m sure 
you will join with me in congratulating Terry on getting 
this group up and running. It was great to see them all 
industriously working in the Wetlands recently.

Geoff Macarthur from our Archives team has researched 
a very interesting twist in the tale of a pavilion.

The first of an interview series by Karen McLean with 
one of our newer members of the Committee, Paddy 
Milne, is a great read too. 

Congratulations to Karen McLean and Hayley Hynes for 
their expertise in putting this Spring issue together. It’s no 
mean feat patiently handling an array of sources, photos 
and emails.

Our graphic designer expertly manages to produce a very 
attractive journal that looks great and is creatively set out, 
making it easy to navigate and read.
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The full version of Wellingtonia 
contains all of the following  
fantastic articles.

•	 FBBG Events Calendar

•	 Springtime in my Garden

•	 Weird and Wonderful  
Botanical Art Exhibition 2025 

•	 Ballarat Botanical Gardens Guiding Group 

•	 Ambassadors Report

•	 Hospitality Report

•	 Burnt Butter Biscuits	

•	 SpringFest

•	 The Almeida Pavilion  
What’s Behind the Name?

•	 BotaniKids and Gatekeepers Cottage 
Happenings	

•	 FBBG Library

•	 Curator’s Report

•	 The Sceptical Botanist,  
Separating Fact from Fiction 

•	 Foundation Report

•	 An Interview with The Scape Artist  
– Paddy Milne

•	 Springtime in Ballarat

•	 Black Swans

•	 A Special Glimpse into a ‘Good Life’

•	 The Ballarat East Town Hall Gardens: 
The Forgotten History of a Horticultural 
Masterpiece

•	 Wild Garden Carers FBBG

•	 Christmas in July and ‘A Look into the 
Gardens of Alice in Wonderland!’


