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n August, the Lake Wendouree Master Plan was
put on public display in the Robert Clark
Horticultural Centre.
● A History Group Report
● Guiding Group Report
● Botanical Artists Group
● Everything you need to
know about bunyas!
● BBG Curator’s Report
● Fernery ReDevelopment Project
● Open Garden at
Eurambeen
● Tim Entwisle’s Blog
● Up-coming Events
● Ballarat Gardens in
Spring
● Report on August
General Meeting
● Education & BotaniKids
● Green Thumbs’
‘ramblings’
● Growing Friends are
busy

● Western Beds Group
● Bird damage
● Spring Fest is coming
● New fence on north
side of Gardens

FBBG Patron: Prof.
Tim Entwisle, Director
and
Chief Executive,
Royal Botanic
Gardens Melbourne.

The various projects which are under consideration
around the Lake and within our Botanical Gardens
were on display. The Council are to be commended
for staging this event so well, giving the public the
opportunity to consider and comment on all these
projects.
We are naturally particularly interested in those
projects which would be located in or close to our
Gardens. Whilst I have reservations on some of
these projects, it would not be appropriate, I
believe, to comment on them here. However there
is one project which I feel very strongly about and
which I will comment on.
This particular project is the Criterium Circuit and
Bicycle Education Park proposed for the North
Gardens. I was appalled to see this proposal. It
would involve the establishment of a network of
sealed cycling tracks covering the whole of the
North Gardens from Gillies St right up to the edge
of the Wetlands.
Our Botanical Gardens are just that – Botanical.
They are NOT a venue for sporting events. Victoria
Park is a much more logical site.
If this proposal was to go ahead it would
completely veto any future development of the
North Gardens for the arboretum aspect of the
Gardens as proposed in our Visionary Plan. And of
course, it would prevent any further expansion of
the Wetlands as I suggested in the last Wellingtonia
– to increase the native vegetation cover to
encourage more native birds and provide
educational opportunities relating to indigenous
flora.
I would encourage members to express your
opinions on this (and the other projects) by filling

in the survey form which has been prepared. It
summarises all the projects with illustrations and
is a well put together document. Copies are
available from the Council or can be viewed and
submitted on line at mysay.ballarat.vic.gov.au.
The deadline for submissions is September 30.
On to happier topics. Members enjoyed our
August General Meeting when Lorraine Powell
gave an excellent presentation on the history of
our Gardens, with particular reference to their use
in wartime as a food source. A report on this talk
will be found on page 6. Congratulations also to
Lorraine for taking on the office of Chair of the
Australian Garden History Society, Victorian
Branch.
That was our final general meeting for the year.
We then have our end of year social get-together
on Thursday November 24. Traditionally this has
been a BYO BBQ where we provide drinks.
However this year we are trying something
different.
Instead of a meal, the Committee will be providing
drinks and nibbles between 5.00 p.m. and 7.00
p.m. So you don’t have to bring anything. Just
come along and enjoy yourselves, meeting other
members in a relaxed setting. RSVP is
recommended to assist us with catering. Just ring
or email our office.
Also advertised elsewhere in this issue is our next
bus trip. This will be a very interesting trip visiting
Bringelbit in the Kyneton district on October19.
Early registration to secure a place on the bus is
recommended as this is bound to be a popular
trip.
And of course the other big event this year is the
annual Speakers Luncheon and Open Gardens in
November – also advertised elsewhere in this
issue. The Ballarat Gardens in Spring Committee
are to be congratulated on being listed as a finalist
in the 2016 Federation Business School Commerce
Ballarat Business Excellence Awards in the Ballarat
Regional Tourism Special Events and Attractions
category – a well-deserved recognition of the
amazing effort that Committee puts in to
Continued page 2
organising these events.

FREE GUIDED TOURS: RE-startED Sunday, Sept 4 at 11am.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT continued from page 1

The former Gatekeeper’s Cottage, currently on private
property in Gregory St., has been a topic of conversation of
late. The owners want to see it moved off-site, and there
has been much discussion about relocating it back in the
Gardens.
We have discussed this in Committee and with Council. We
support the concept of its relocation back here to an
appropriate site. Indeed it would be a valuable asset as a
base for our expanding educational and BotaniKids
activities.
However as our funds are limited, and mostly intended to
be used in the Fernery Redevelopment Project, we are
hoping for a benefactor or perhaps a service club to take
this on as a major project.

By the time this edition is published, we hope to finally have
installed in the Conservatory a display panel providing
information on the Friends as well as the Tree of the Month
and displaying other items of interest. This will make visitors
more aware of the Friends and all that we do in support of
the Gardens, and hopefully attract more members as well.
We have found that visitors to the Conservatory are often
keen to chat to someone about the Gardens. Because of
this interest, we are looking at the idea of asking members
to volunteer an hour or two to sit beside this panel and chat
to visitors – mostly on weekends and public holidays. We
are suggesting that such volunteers be called
“Ambassadors”. More on this in the next issue of
Wellingtonia.
Until next time, Raoul Dixon President.

BALLARAT BOTANICAL GARDENS FERNERY
REDEVELOPMENT
There have been three Architectural concept presentations made since June. The project is about 6
weeks behind schedule in terms of approval for final design stage. Following initial feedback, the
concept has been reviewed and developed and is concept only and still subject to Heritage approval,
Heritage Victoria have been involved throughout the process. A Community information session was
held on 11 August with good attendance and generally positive comment.
Some key elements of the
updated concept are more high
level openings, relating to the
strategy used in Gothic
Architecture,
this
allows
breaking down of building mass
with increased natural light. The
lift as a Tower and Lantern, the
shaped form references the
forms of original Gothic Fernery
tower. Softening and Arch
shaping of the vertical slatted
screening, enabling clear vistas.
Recognition is made to the
original Fernery footprint.

Closer view from North towards Event Space with screen

The Fernery ReDevelopment also featured in the Lake Wendouree and Gardens and Masterplan review,
this plan is to take a 30 year perspective of development within the precinct, it is of considerable
interest that the Friends promote the concept developed of a "visitor hub" to be centred around the
Gardens, as a natural "must see" destination for visitors to Ballarat.
The recently completed FBBG, Funding Submission for the Fernery has highlighted the Tourism
requirement for Information, Interpretation and casual hospitality within the precinct, this also being
a prerequisite for successful funding, the FBBG strongly support the provision of this amenity as a
priority. The Funding Submission has not yet been made to Regional Development Victoria.
In a recent Media Release for Royal Sydney Botanic Gardens "engagement and interaction with Garden
visitors, shows growth and an important trend within the community, of greater interest in public
open spaces - these spaces will only become more crucial to the health and wellbeing of our population
and environment over coming years"
Elizabeth Gilfillan
'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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any of the guides have been off exploring and escaping the grey cold days and so a quieter time for guiding. Our focus
has been on organizing and making resources accessible for guides. Ten years ago Beth and Raoul Dixon developed
a resource manual for Guides. It was a collection of documents that various people had contributed over time on Ballarat
Botanical Gardens people, plants and places.
New guides have found it a great start to familiarising
themselves with these gardens. In the intervening years since
this manual was collated new resources, new priorities, new
emphases and new interests have indicated the need for an
update of the collection of the material in this manual.
Since the manual was produced we have had:
● ‘Eden of Loveliness’
● The three guiding brochures on ‘Significant Trees’,
‘Statues’, ‘Prime Ministers Avenue’
● Presentations generated by the U3A/FBBG classes on the
Gardens
● New snippets of research by the very active history group
including John’s (Garner) Jottings
● New active groups contributing to the gardens – Botanic
Kids and Western Bedders
● Increasing interest in sustainability – the Wetlands, care of
our aged trees and replacement trees,
● Fernery redevelopment
● Management changes. Budget priorities. COB directions
So an attempt is being made to update the current manual into
a useful document by gathering up some of this newer and
often scattered material. We want the manual to be
comprehensive but also not too big. We have a wealth of

resources and the challenge is to make it comprehensive but
concise and with emphasis on the key aspects.
As stated earlier the manual is just a starting point for guides.
You can source dates and other concise information from it
but the interaction on a tour requires you to explore further
to make the tour more engaging. Guides go to other sources
to obtain this material to enliven their tour interaction. The
manual will not include, for example, the research notes that
the guides have worked on with the various trees. This Spring
Wellingtonia includes the notes that Marg Towers and I
collected on the Bunya Bunya for our Twilight Tree tour held
in January this year.
Guides have also been looking through the images Lorraine
Powell has collected over time with her research group.
Guides are selecting particular ones to go into their display
folders so that there is a visual input on their tours. It has
been fascinating observing through these images the changes
over time in these gardens. In one of the early photos of the
gardens we can still see some remnant native trees.
Guides are eager to do more guiding and so we appeal again
to members to let people of Ballarat know that the free
guided tours on Sunday spring mornings have commenced
again. Just meet outside the Conservatory at 11am.
Terry O’Brien , Guides Convenor

Curator’s Report:
In August 2016 the Lake Wendouree overflow valve was opened
for the first time since last year. The practice over the last few
years has been to reach 80 mm above full prior to the opening
of the overflow valve. The valve will remain open until the level
drops to 75 mm above full. The Lake overflow runs through open
and underground drains via Streets such as Frank and
Drummond to the Yarrowee and Leigh rivers and ultimately to
the Barwon River.
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1 and 2: the old
and new fence
positions.
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The first stage of community engagement was held in the Robert
Clark Horticultural Centre on August 18 and 20 for the new
Master Plan for Lake Wendouree. The current Master Plan is
more than 20 years old and has guided many improvements
around the lake during that time. We have hard copies of the
survey available at the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre.
Alternately please complete the survey online at
http://mysay.ballarat.vic.gov.au.
Views opened up from the North Gardens into the Botanical
Gardens with the recent removal of the high timber fence and
the continuation of the Wendouree Parade fence along the north
boundary of the gardens. The new fence is located north of the
previous fence and takes in part of the North Gardens at the rear
of the Wendouree Parade toilets. As soon as conditions, enable
paths will be upgraded and edged and mulches topped up.
I encourage people to drop into the Conservatory to view the
current winter display. The display includes cyclamen, cineraria,
orchids and late winter and spring flowering bulbs. The orchids
are looking stunning this year; they were purchased from a
private local collector in 2014. Peter Marquand, Curator
‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016

3 and 4: the new
fenceline.
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5. One of the
Master
Plan
consultations.
6 and 7: The
C o n s e r v a to r y
display
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“Life's a garden — dig it.” ~Gardening Saying
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Growing
Friends:

The Growing Friends continue to be in need of plastic bags for Springfest. As well we are in
need of empty plastic pots: 12 to 20 cm (5, 6, 7 and 8 inch) sizes. Please don’t send in
your very large pots, as we just can’t use them.
We will have a good supply of plants ready for Springfest. The garden staff have given us
lots of large hydrangeas and fuchsias. This has boosted the numbers for our November
stall. Also lots of hippeastrums and other bulbs will be available for sale.
Help will be needed for the day but we will send out a request for that closer to the day.
Yvonne Curbach, Growing Friends Convenor

Gardening is a matter of your enthusiasm holding up until your back gets used to it. ~Author Unknown

The Botanical Artists:
We continue to enjoy our painting sessions and have been working on individual projects.
Some of us joined in the watercolour workshop run by John Pastoriza-Pinol at the Ballarat Art
Gallery. The workshop taught us different techniques and approaches to botanical illustration.
John is a very engaging person and his style of working was very easy to follow and we came
away with more knowledge which we hope to put to good use in the future.
Back in our own domain, we have decided to work on a group project selecting trees in the
gardens.
Our first attempt has been some of the
, which is going very well. Lorraine Powell has
John Pastoriza-Pinol, suggested we look at the commemorative trees as another grouping, for a future project.
botanical artist

Valerie Richards, Convenor
Gardeners learn by trowel and error. ~Gardening Saying

Western Beds Group:

Alas; there has been little doing with the group in the last couple of months. We have only had enough work for one
two-hour period in the gardens during both July and August. I guess the winter season causes a slow down in the
work in the gardens. I am hopeful, having spoken to Peter (Marquand), that work can resume on a two-day roster from
September onwards.
During the winter period we have taken cuttings and undertaken propagation of these thanks to help from Glen
(Garden staff).

I

(Above:) Fountain in the
Sensory Garden. Thanks
Trip Advisor

We continue to hope that there might be work for the group in both the Native and Sensory Gardens. I have raised
both these possibilities with Peter and remain hopeful that he will be able to provide us with suitable work in the very
near future. The group varies in size from four up to eight, and come Spring these workers will be very keen to get
involved in regular activities!

Bill O’Driscoll, Convenor, Western Beds Group

GREAT NEWS: the FREE Sunday morning Botanical Gardens Guided Tours re-started on September 4.
Bring yourself and send your friends! Meet outside the Conservatory for an entertaining insight into OUR Gardens!
No booking required; just turn up on the day!

HOSPITALITY REPORT:
CHRISTMAS - Nibbles and drinks for members will be on Thursday, November 24, 5.00 to 7.00 p.m. All provided.
EVENTS. All events for the remainder of the year will be on our Events Notice included in this newsletter.
BUS EXCURSION on October 19 will include a visit to Bringelbit, an old homestead and garden near Kyneton; lunch and walk at
Kyneton Botanical Gardens with a guide, then on to Kyneton shopping centre to shop or go on a self guided tour of the old Bluestone
buildings around Kyneton. Following this we will driving to the Malmsbury Botanic Gardens where Robert Newton will be our guide.
Please register your interest with Susan at the FBBG office. $30 includes $5 entry to Bringelbit Garden and Home. Leave at 9.00 a.m.
Gates in Wendouree Pde. Return to Ballarat 5.00 p.m.
SPRING HILL PEONY FARM Please register your interest with Susan in the FBBG office . This will be by CAR only as the time of
the Peonies flowering will not be known until closer to November 2016. Cost $10 entry to view paddock of flowers. $25 if you want to
cut your own flowers in the paddock - 10 stems. Car-pooling is encouraged for this event.
We will contact you with details when the date is confirmed and advise of where to meet prior to travel. The date should be sometime after
November 10 and will be on a weekday.
Carole Haines - Convenor
‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT A FABULOUS TREE IN OUR GARDENS:
Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwillii )
The Bunya is a prehistoric survivor and has outlasted the dinosaurs. It does look like a plant from Jurassic times with its
spikey leaves.

metres and so you would have the coastal and mountain clans
from far and wide coming together. Leichardt, the explorer,
and Daniel Bunce, the botanist, report on their observations
of procession of aborigines heading off to this huge indigenous event. Andrew Petrie’s son, Tom , when a 14 year old
boy, traveled with 100 aborigines from Brisbane to one of
these great gatherings at Bunya Mountains in the 1840’s.
Why? Why would they all head to the Bunya Mountains when
the message sticks communicated the invitation?
The answer for indigenous people was the abundance of
female Bunya cones.
But what is the attraction of such a ferocious, spikey object?
In a word… FOOD. Food, in the form of enormous, luscious
nuts.

It has survived. It used to be more widespread but as Australia
has become drier and warmer and lost a lot of its rainforests it
has retreated to the mountains of SE Queensland – it is a
refugee there. Only area where it is still prolific is near the
Bunya Mountains, inland from the Sunshine coast
It is an araucaria. They are ancient evergreen conifers. Look
out for some other araucarias in the same genus as this tree in
the BBG - the Parana pine, the Norfolk Island Pine, the Monkey
Puzzle tree…
The gardens have six Bunya Pines. The one close to the path is
a good symmetrical example – lovely dome shaped crown.
Better example than the two nearby – one had a serious leaning problem and had to have the top removed to rectify the
lean; the other has developed a a split/crack and now has a
support collar( like a corset) to rectify the problem.
When the gardens were being established in Victorian times
these conifers were very popular and the novelty of these trees
appealed. Von Mueller was very fond of the Bunya pine and
helped in their distribution. In many historic homestead gardens and older public gardens you will see a Bunya Pine. They
are a very elegant specimen in these large landscapes.
The early settlers in Queensland knew this tree as the Petrie’s
Pine after Andrew Petrie who was the first European to discover the tree but he gave some specimens to James Bidwill who
forwarded them back to England in 1843 and so Hooker at the
Kew gardens acknowledged him in the botanical naming of the
tree (Araucaria bidwillii)
Various aboriginal tribes used different names – Bunya, Bonye,
Bunyi, booni-booni and Bunya-Bunya. The more acceptable
aboriginal naming of the tree was Bon-yi (but the ‘I’ sounding
as ‘e’ in English) but for some reason, which I don’t know, we
commonly identify the tree now as the Bunya Bunya Pine.
The Bunya Mountains where these trees are found has great
spiritual connection for the Aborigines of SE Queensland. This
is where they used to gather – biggest indigenous event. Clan
gatherings of 100’s possibly 1000’s would travel 100’s of kilo-

When whole groves of trees produced huge number of cones
the aborigines invited others to share and it became an
enormous harvest festival. They danced, sang, shared stories
and lore, arranged marriages and settled disputes. They
stayed for weeks, or months. They didn’t have to hunt and
gather.
At least, NOT until the nuts ran out.
The Bunya trees were owned by the Waka Waka elders, of SE
Queensland.
An unusual custom in Aboriginal societies. Only the host could
touch the tree or distribute the cones. Trees were climbed
using vines and toe holds cut into the trees. Cones were struck
to the ground. BEWARE, falling at speed! The nuts were an
important part of the diet providing carbohydrates, minerals
and some protein. They reputedly tasted like chestnuts/
parsnips /pine nuts.
The nuts were boiled,
roasted, ground to
make paste for flat
bread and pancakes.
They were also stored and
fermented in mud and
sprouted in soil.
The micro greens and
sprouts of ancient
times.

Terry and Marg discuss their
favourite tree..the bunya pine.

They gathered, shared and
celebrated in this way for millennia.
The Europeans came, saw and conquered. They logged the
trees and scarified the land. Thus, the great triennial festivities
ceased. 1902 saw the end of the sacred, ancient tradition.
Aboriginal people were forced into settlements and missions.
Miraculously, a few ancient stands of tree have survived, in
high terrain that loggers couldn’t conquer.
And here we are today. We can use these nuts in the same
ways. We might call them slow foods, or bush foods. Just adapt
any recipe you know. And feast on slices, dukkha, hummus,
pesto. Best of all… it’s gluten free.
Ancient food for the future.
Marg Towers and Terry O’Brien

‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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Report : Educating Friends / Ballarat Botanikids
What Has been Happening? Under 5's sessions:July/August were well attended with
Facebook advertising being sufficient to attract an average attendance of 25 to 30 children along
with 15-20 parents, carers and grandparents.
Our August session was a co-operative event with the Tramways Museum including a tram Ride
and Museum Exploration.
Exciting news was our Ballarat Rotary Grant success. The application was to go towards the
funding of the second stage of the Lake Wendouree and Gardens Education Hub. This is
imperative as it will fund teaching and learning resources being professionally written and
produced digitally These resources will be suitable for downloading by teachers.
The Educating Group are aware that in the future the space available will limit what we can do
with participating groups of children. The prospect of a designated educational space that could
include interpretative resources and space for other groups within the Friends to meet and conduct
events and meetings is exciting to consider! The old gatekeepers cottage in Gregory Street may
still well be the solution here.
City of Ballarat has granted us $400 towards expenses (advertising, hire, etc) for our special day
on October 29.
A suggestion that a marque is needed to house many of the events we run in the Gardens. It
would provide not only shelter from the weather, but also could provide a sense of identity for our
programs.
October 29 – Saturday Children's Week Event
Botanikids will stage a family friendly event in partnership
with a few other groups which are considering the
concept at up-coming meetings. Hopefully these will include:
● WaterWatch
● Queenscliff Maritime and Freshwater Discovery Centre
● Ballarat Bird Observers, and
● The Field Naturalists
Events will run From 10 am -2 pm
Registration on Facebook is requested.
We will serve a simple lunch of small hot dogs and fruit.
Children are encouraged to bring their bikes trikes and scooters so they can enjoy some fun on
the car free roads in North Gardens. A free wheeling time!
Julie Bradby, Convenor

General Meeting of the Friends – August 2016
AT the General Meeting of the Friends held on August 18, History Group Convenor Lorraine Powell
gave an informative and well researched address on the topic of “Garden to Table”.
The focus of the talk was about botanical gardens…what they are and the sequence in which they
have been established in major cities in Australia. This started with Sydney, 200 years ago, through
to Ballarat in the 1850’s.
Lorraine gave a detailed history of the development of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens from 1857.
Included in her presentation were several ’new ‘ photographs. One shows the Lake Wendouree
foreshore in 1857, and another the garden’s staff in the 1890’s. These photographs have only recently been discovered.
Amongst the fascinating facts was the revelation that the first pineapple grown in Ballarat occurred in 1883!
The presentation detailed how the gardens adapted to include the Fish Acclimatisation Society (1880’s), World War 1, the
Great Depression and World War 2. The latter saw the gardens used as a part of ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign resulting in a
large amount of onion seed being grown and harvested!
About 50 Friends were in attendance. Lorraine’s presentation will be available on the Friends website soon.
The meeting was also addressed by President Raoul , Elizabeth Gilfillan about the progress being made with the Fernery
Redevelopment Project, Earlier, Garden’s Curator, Peter Marquand, provided some up-dates about things that have been
happening in the Botanic Gardens.
Michael Bird, Committee
‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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FROM TIM ENTWISLE’S BLOG
August 2016

Restrained sunflowers reveal internal clock
It's official! The flowering head of a sunflower arcs during the
day in response to its own internal clock. No longer do I need to
stare at sunflowers and ponder, as I did in 2009.
It's been known for at least a century or more that young
sunflower plants (with their flowerheads unopened) track the
sun from it rising in the east to its setting in the west, then get
themselves sorted overnight so they can do the same the next
day. Once the giant yellow flowerhead opens, it stops moving
about and faces east. But why and how?
A University of California study
published in the
journal Science sets the record
straight. Helianthus
annuus has a circadian mechan
ism, or 'internal clock', behind
its solar tracking, and then
some internal signalling to
position its mature flowerheads
eastward. This combination
leads to more vegetative growth
and improved pollination.
The solar tracking is caused by different growth rates on the
sunny and shady side of the stem. During the day the cells on
the east side grow a little faster than those on the west, and
then vice versa at night.
Postdoctoral fellow Hagop
Atamian and colleagues at
University of California in
Berkeley, tested plants in
pots, growth chambers and in
paddocks. Somewhat cruelly
- if you think all this makes a
sunflower sentient (which as
it happens, I don't) - they
staked some plants so they
couldn't respond at all. Others were turned around each day to
disorientate them.

If you visited the
Gardens in the past
month or so you
might have seen
notices like this:
OUR ANNUAL BEDS
AND LAWNS HAVE
BEEN EXTENSIVELY
DAMAGED BY THE
WATER BIRDS
GRAZING IN THE
GARDENS

The stalked plants grew less than those that could
track the sun. If the light source was kept static (in
growth chamber) the plant swept east to west for a few
days, then stopped. This, they say, 'is the kind of
behaviour you would expect by a mechanisms driven
by an internal clock'.
If they played around with the length of the day they
found the plant lost its rhythm at 30 hours, so the cycle
has some constraints like a clock rather than just
responding directly to daylight and the sun. Light is the
primary driver for growth, but there is an internal clock
(a circadian
rhythm)
controlled to
some extent
by the
direction of the
light, that
causes the
solar tracking.
This all stops when the elongation of the stem stops
and the best orientation for an open flower is facing the
morning sun - 'eastward-orientated flowers are warmer
than westward-orientated flowers' - and warm flowers
attract bees (five times as many when the flower faces
east).
All this is controlled by genes and signalling chemicals
called auxins (for more of the gory micro-detail, track
down those references above). For those of you
worried about the poor experimental plants constrained
to face west every day, the researchers found that a
portable heater quickly brought the pollinators buzzing
back.
Images: sunflowers from Observatory Gate display in
December 2014, plus the middle one from the beds
near the National Herbarium of New South Wales at
Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney a few year back.
(more from Tim at: http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.au/)

Photos: (left) some
of the known
offenders!
(below) large areas
of lawn were
damaged too.

WANT TO PAY US SOME
MONEY?
If you are paying into our bank account
please remember to CLEARLY
identify yourself, and what the
payment is for.
A good method is to use your surname
and initial/s as your ID. It makes it
easier for our Treasurer if you state
what the payment is for, e.g.
membership renewal, bus trip, editor’s
slush fund, etc.
The Friends’ bank details are:
BSB 633 000

‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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EURAMBEEN
HISTORIC
HOMESTEAD
AND
GARDENS
OPEN
GARDEN
A rare and special opportunity to view the
Eurambeen gardens designed by the renowned Edna
Walling. After significant recent restoration, and
under new ownership, Eurambeen Historic
Homestead and Gardens will open the garden gates
to the public for the first time.
Open Garden Dates/Times
Saturday, 19 November 2016 10:00 am-4:00 pm
AND, Sunday, 20 November 2016 10:00 -4:00 pm
Entry Fee is $15 per person and all proceeds will go
toward further restoration works.
Location is – 232 Eurambeen Streatham Road,
Beaufort – Western District of Victoria
Delicious local food and wines will be available for
purchase, together with other quality vendors
supplying seasonal produce. Music, entertainment
and rare plants for sale will add to the occasion too.

Please note that Eurambeen is open in conjunction
with neighbouring Mawallok Gardens, at Stockyard
Hill, and Mooramong at Skipton.
Built in the 1850s, this is the first time the gardens
have been open to the public since the recent
restoration by the current owners.
(*NB: The Ballarat Friends enjoyed a
memorable trip to there in 2015.
Feedback was extremely positive!)
.

For more information, please contact Jennifer
McDougall, 0428 558 882. Email address is
jennifer.mcdougall@bigpond.com – website is
www.eurambeen.com.au for further background on
the property.
Tickets are now available from:
www.eurambeen.com.au

Sarah Beaumont, who owns Eurambeen along with her husband Ian, is both a member and a good supporter of FBBG.

What is happening with the Gardens Education and Gardens Collections?
Plant Collections: The Sensory Garden is being revitalised to better reflect the full sensory experience with bed renovation, new labelling, and new
plantings incorporating selections from the original plans and some interesting new additions.
Australian Bed rejuvenation - you may see some dramatic changes in coming weeks in the Australian bed with the removal of plants in decline. In
consultation with the Australian Plants Society, the area will soon receive a fresh new selection of Australian plants, and a brand new collection displaying
indigenous plants from the Ballarat area.
Ballarat Botanical Gardens turn 160 years old!
The Botanical Gardens turn 160 in 2017 and we are working on a series of small but exciting projects to celebrate! This includes Gardens information
from your mobile phone! An exciting new project which will provide GPS-located information on our trees, feature plants & other garden features as
visitors move around the precinct. It will also enable searching of commemorative plaques, trees and seats. In a wonderful collaborative project with
the Friends History Group, information on the ‘commemorative items and the stories behind them’ researched and collated by the Group, will be able to
be enjoyed by the wider community. The History group have also enthusiastically taken on board a second challenging project of sourcing an historical
photo from each of the 16 decades of our gardens. These photos will feature in the Conservatory display at next year’s Begonia festival!
School Holiday Program: The Winter School Holiday Program ‘ Wild Woolly Worms’ attracted a full session of children enjoying the whole worm
experience, from crawling into the program via the ‘worm hole’, to making ‘worm soup’, worm farms & finding ‘real wild worms’ out in the gardens.
A huge thank you to ever energetic Jenny Hayes and Julie Bradby, and terrific new recruit, teacher Renae Harper, for providing lots of fun with a fabulous
environmental message!
Donna Thomas (Gardens Education & Collections Officer)

My Wife the Gardener
the soil was rich and fine,
She forgot to thaw out dinner –
so we went out to dine...

On Wednesday it was daisies –
they opened up with sun,
All whites and pinks and yellows –
but the laundry wasn’t done...

It was violets on Friday –
in colours she adores,
It never bothered her at all –
all crumbs upon the floors.

She planted roses Tuesday –
she says they are a must,
They really are quite lovely
but she quite forgot to dust.

The poppies came on Thursday a bright and cherry red,
I guess she really was engrossed –
she never made the bed...

I hired a maid on Saturday –
my week is now complete,
My wife can garden all she wants –
the house will still be neat!

She dug the plot on Monday –

It’s nearly lunchtime Sunday –
and I cannot find the maid,
Oh no! I don’t believe it!
She’s out there
……………..WITH THE SPADE!

~ (poem in old (*) magazine)

(*) Obviously a VERY old poem; would never happen today. Can’t get good maids easily! Ed.
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George Longley’s Gardens - 1870

I

n this short article, I intend to explain briefly the main work
carried out in the gardens during 1870. As expected, most of
George Longley’s reports to the Council involve copious descriptions
of mundane work, such as grubbing trees, clearing plants, watering
borders, raking walks, carting dung from the park, mowing,
collecting seeds and setting cuttings. However, the reports also
provide more interesting information; in this year, particularly about
the source of some of the garden trees.
In March, Longley reported that 14 plants - 6 oaks, 2 pines, 1
walnut, 2 carya tomentosa or (North America Nut about 30 feet
high), 1 Tea Plant and 2 White Birch provided by Dr. Mueller had
been planted. The following extract from a Special Report dated
April 1870 report indicates that Dr Mueller made a further offer of
plants to the Council.
George Longley wrote “In reporting upon Dr Mueller’s letter I may
state that the Erenyneen Oake is a handsome Tree and specimens
are to be seen in and about Sydney – we have some plants that
have been planted seven years and appear to be of very slow
growth.”
“Some Walnuts five years planted in a public Garden is an
inducement for lads to commit depredation which I find from
experience by some Almond Trees….at the same time the Walnut is
a very useful timber I have some 20 to 30 plants of it – as an
Avenue Tree I am inclined to think it will not stand exposed to the
hot winds – but in a Block or Quarters where they would protect
each other they would answer better – and as Dr Mueller having
very kindly offered it to the Council I shall be
most happy to receive them, as May is fast
George Longley’s Tool List 1890. Source: prov.vic.gov.au/
approaching, the time for distribution of plants,
and as I usually go down I could select them.”

Maiden Blush Rose

George Longley later visited Melbourne Botanic Gardens, and received 400 plants of a ‘Miscellaneous
Collection’ from Dr. Mueller, and from Mr Harris of the South Yarra Yarrow Nursery “I got from 3 to 4
dozen, as well as some “very choice good things from the University (of Melbourne) – I was very well
satisfied with my journey”.

Disbursement of trees and shrubs to public institutions - 4,400 for the year - from the Gigantic Wellingtonia down to the
Maiden Blush Rose - including over 200 pines.
Contributed by the FBBG History group, who gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the
Ballarat Historical Society in providing research material..
Source: Botanic Gardens Report Book 1870-87 (limited editing of quotes) courtesy of Ballarat Historical Soc. Inc.

CAN’T READ GEORGE’S HANDWRITING?:
Nov 19th 1890
Tools and other requested for the Garden
1 yard wove wire for sieves, 6lb of Roffea
(6) 12 Brooms 1 Daisy Rake 2 Hay Rakes 6 Hand Saw files 6 croscut files 6 packets tax 2lb solder 4,3/4 in Taps 6
3/4 in elbows 6 3/4 in T pieces 1 cwt of Pyrites 50lb 2in nails 56lb white lead 2lb blue 60lb whiting 5 gallon boiled oil
1 Quart Oak Varnish 3 paint brushes 2 pkts of french dryens 2 Iron barrowwheel 1 Basket 4 pick handles 4 axe
handles 2 Axes 14lb galvanised soft wire 8lb black Boquet wire 8lb Copper wire 2 hand forks 2 garden scopes 2 D E
picks 1 L H shovel 1/4 cwt Lashing 8 Dutch hoes & handles 8 Garden rakes & 4 handles 1 short handle shovel 4
sponges 1 Banister brush 1 doz pad locks 4 lawn sprinklers 3lb Gisharst? Compound 2lb Sulpher 8lb of fumagating
Tobacco 1 Hand saw 1 shingling hammer 60 feet India Rubber Hose 1 Garden line 6 scrubbing brushes 1 pair
Garden Shears 2 Garden Spades 1 Tin Sienna/Hook 1 White Wash Brush 4 lb Soft Soap 1 gallon Neals' foot oil 2lb
Anti Friction Grease 1 Gall Caster Oil 1 dandy brush 1 Curry? Comb 1 Back Chain 8 Galvanised Iron Buckets closed
water pots repaired 180 feet of 1 in Rope for Swings 100 feet 1 in rope 2 long handled shovels for night soil 1 spade
1 pick .
‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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The Friends, and especially our BotaniKids
program, have been provided with funds from
the annual Rotary SpringFest.
As a member and supporter of the FBBG you
may be interested in attending and supporting
parts of the 2016 SpringFest.
DATE

EVENT

DETAILS

Thursday, September 8

Corporate Dinner

Thursday September 15

Harness Racing

Friday, October 28

Comedy Night

Sunday, November 27

Market Sunday

New York Bakery, Soverign Hill. 6.30 for 7.0pm. Guest
speaker: Janet Dore. Tickets $110 per person. (Tables of
ten available).
Contact Terry Lloyd 0438 388390
Bray Raceway. 6.00 pm. $40 per head includes three
course meal and race book.
Contact: Bruce Tweedale. 0448 366037
North Ballarat Sports Club. $40 per head. Contact: Frank
Cotronea. 0412 547569
Lake Wendouree foreshore. 10am - 4pm. Contact
Barbara Glass. 0478 435415

Membership Report:
On a positive note, we welcome four new members who have joined since the last edition of Wellingtonia:
David Grant, Gwen Murphy, Beth Scott, Brett Emmerson and Rosalind Wilkie.
Unfortunately, over 30 members have either advised that they will not be renewing, or - in most cases - have simply not
responded to my reminder letters. I have therefore had to delete them from the membership database. Our membership now
stands at 328.
This is still a respectable number but we are always looking to increase it; so if any of you have friends who could be interested
in joining, please encourage them to do so. Membership leaflets are always available at the Conservatory or can be posted out if
you ring our office and leave a message.
Raoul Dixon, Membership Officer

‘Garden Cuttings’ by Green-Thumb
● Did you know that the Ballarat Gardens in Spring event was nominated as a finalist for the 2016 Business
Excellence Awards? Award winners were announced recently, and unfortunately ‘no cigar’ this year.
● Hooray! The Tony Abbott bust is in its early stages of preparation, with a preliminary ‘meeting’ having been held
recently. Now, if PM.Turnbull remains PM for a full term, we might ‘catch up’ by 2020 or so!
● With all the work that has gone into the redevelopment of the fernery in the gardens, it will still require approval from
Heritage Victoria in order for the project to be allowed to go ahead.
● Milestones: Sydney’s Royal Botanic Gardens are 200 years old this year, while our own Ballarat Gardens in Spring
celebrates its 9th birthday!
● President Raoul Dixon has asked members of the Friends to consider becoming an ‘Ambassador’ for our group.
Hopefully this will be accompanied by the unveiling of the new signage to be placed in the Conservatory. More info will
be found in his President’s Report.
● This year’s end of year function for the Friends will not be the usual b.y.o. barbecue. Instead it will be “drinks and
nibbles” – all provided by the Friends. Put this in your diary NOW! Last Thursday in November (November 24).
● Have you seen the new fence along the North boundary (the lych gate formed part of it, and is now ‘free’!). The fence
has been removed and pushed out some ten metres or so. Opens up the view a lot.
● The Fernery Redevelopment and Lake Wendouree Precinct Masterplans both recently had ‘open days’ run by the
City of Ballarat. Greenthumb hopes that you took the time to view, discuss and comment!
● Julie Bradby (BotaniKids Convenor) is thrilled to share that “we were successful in being granted (by Rotary) just over
$4000 for writing, publishing and production of school resources for gardens precinct.” Well done Rotary and Julie!
Until next edition: GreenThumb
‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016
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Ballarat Gardens in Spring
11 – 13 November 2016

I

t has certainly been an exciting and busy few months for the Committee with many
aspects coming together for the 9th Annual Ballarat Gardens in Spring.

We been successful with funding from Ballarat Regional Tourism, receiving a grant of
$1500 to cover the coach tour costs for the Sunday open gardens tour for Melbourne
visitors. In addition we have also obtained a City of Ballarat Community Impact Grant for
$2700 to go towards our brochure design, website update and social media resources.
This has provided a major injection of expertise and encouragement for the ‘Friends’ and I
would like to thank all involved for their efforts.
On the same note, we have also been successful in becoming a finalist in the 2016
Federation Business School Commerce Ballarat Business Excellence Awards in the Ballarat
Regional Tourism Special Events and Attractions category. Winners of all categories will
have been announced on August 26 – so fingers crossed !
Just a reminder that bookings for the popular Speakers Luncheon (* see below for
summary) on Friday , November 11 this year, are available online from September 1.
‘Friends’ tickets are at a special price of $65.00 for financial members.
The Speakers’ Luncheon will again be held in the Robert Clark Centre and Conservatory with
lunch provided by Ballarat’s food hero, Peter Ford.
The easiest way to book is to log on to our Website (www.ballaratopengardens.com.au)
and go to the Guest Speakers page and follow the Book Now link.
We are thrilled to have some first time openings in our collection of impressive Open
Gardens this year and all certainly ‘show off’ Ballarat’s rich heritage, history and beauty.
Three of the gardens are in easy reach in central Ballarat as well as a property in Carngham.

The 2016 Gardens in Spring
brochure now available

Full details are on our website now or from our brochure which is now available. Please feel free to contact me
direct should you have any queries or are available to assist over the open gardens weekend.
Helen Todd, on behalf of the GIS Committee.

Website: ballaratopengardens.com.au

Email: toddesign@iinet.net.au
The Committee is extremely excited to announce our Guest Speakers for the 2016 Speakers Luncheon:Claire Takacs is an international award
winning Australian freelance
photographer who has
specialised in photographing
gardens and landscapes
throughout the world for over
the past ten years. She divides
her time between Australia,
Europe and the US. Beauty and nature are a
great inspiration. Her work features regularly
in magazines internationally, particularly in the
UK, US and Australia. Magazines she works
regularly with include: Gardens Illustrated,
Garden Design, House & Garden, Homes &
Gardens, The Garden, Country Style and
Morning Calm, She has contributed to several
books, including The Gardener's Garden.

Karen Sutherland was born
in country Victoria to a family
of farmers and gardeners.
Growing her own food from a
young age, she has a lifetime
of experience in horticulture,
with the last eight years
focusing on edible and useful plants.
Trained at Melbourne Zoological Gardens and
Burnley Horticultural College and a
Permaculture Design Certificate with Bill
Mollison, she continues to learn from her own
‘garden laboratory’ in inner Melbourne Her
garden is open each year to the public as part of
Open Gardens Victoria and is frequently
featured on TV and in various publications.

Gardens in Spring Joke:
‘'Wellingtonia' Spring 2016

Simon Rickard is a
passionate gardener
and plantsman. He was
head gardener at the
Diggers Club until 2009,
before collaborating
with restaurateur Annie Smithers to
establish her kitchen garden. He
currently runs his own garden design and
consultancy business, and works as a
garden communicator, writing books,
giving workshops and leading garden
tours for Botanica World Discoveries.
Simon has a parallel career in music,
playing principal baroque bassoon with a
number of renaissance ensembles.

Q. Everyone has these on their face?
A. Tulips (Sorry. Ed.)
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Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens Information 2016
Email: info@fbbg.org.au
Website: www.fbbg.org.au

Friends of Ballarat Botanic Gardens Inc.
P.O. Box 33W
Ballarat West 3350

Tel. George Longley Building 03 5342 9354
2016 FBBG Committee and Areas of Responsibility
POSITION
President & Membership
Vice president
Secretary
Treasurer
Convenor Fernery Project
Education Convener
General member
Growers Convener
Guides Convener

NAME
Raoul Dixon
John King
Susan Rattray
Bruce Holland
Elizabeth Gilfillan
Julie Bradby
Doff Kemp
Yvonne Curbach
Terry O’Brien

POSITION
History Convener
Hospitality
General member
General member
Western Bed Convener
General member
Newsletter Editor
Botanical Art Convenor
Engraving Convener

NAME
Lorraine Powell
Carole Haines
Cherry Schultz
Helen Vincent
Bill O’Driscoll
Kathleen Hobson
Michael Bird
Valerie Richards (non-Committee)
Joy O’Brien (non-Committee)

MEETING TIMES 2016

Coming up
Wednesday, October 19 Bus tour to 'Bringalbit' and
Botanical Gardens, Kyneton; departs 9 am Wendouree Pde.
Cost $30 includes entry fee.

November 2016 Visit to the Spring Hill Peony Farm.
Date and time to be confirmed.
(See page 4)

Ballarat Gardens in Spring
Speakers Luncheon on Friday, November 11
Open Gardens on the weekend - Nov .12 and 13
Brochures available now.
Website: ballaratopengardens.com.au

Committee - 3rd Tuesday of each month at 3:30 pm
Growing Friends - Tuesday each week 1 pm-4 pm,
and the 2nd Sunday every month, 1 pm-4 pm.
(During summer also open on 4th Sunday as well.)

Saturday, October 29 Children's Week Event;
10 am - 2 pm. Bring bikes! Register on Facebook

Thursday, November 24, 5 to 7 p.m.
“Christmas Nibbles and Drinks”.
all provided by the Friends’ Committee!

Meetings are held in the George Longley Building
(rear of the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre):

Plant Sales at the above times.
Guiding Friends - 4th Tuesday each month 10 am.
History Group - 1st Tuesday each month 4 pm.
Educating Friends - 2nd Tuesday each month 10am
Plant Labelling - as required.

HAVE YOU GOT SOME SPARE TIME and ARE INTERESTED IN
HELPING WITH PLANT LABEL PRINTING FOR THE
GROWING FRIENDS?

Currently seeking members who might be interested
helping out. Two Friends are sharing the job at present.
Further assistance would be greatly appreciated.
All training provided.
Contact via 53429354 or email

info@fbbg.org.au

Photo credits: Thanks to Tripadvisor (p.4), Raoul Dixon, Peter Marquand,
and Michael Bird for providing photographs used in this edition. Ed.

Disclaimer: The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Friends of the Ballarat Botanical
Gardens or those of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens. Neither the Friends nor the Ballarat Botanical Gardens accepts
responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed, although every effort will be made to publish reliable and
accurate information. Contributions for Summer Wellingtonia 2016 are due by mid-December please.
Michael Bird, Editor.
Editorial Committee: Raoul Dixon, Elizabeth Gilfillan, Helen Vincent and Michael Bird.
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This newsletter is produced and distributed
with the financial assistance of the City of
Ballarat.
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