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arlier this year a few of us attended the biennial
conference of the Australian Association of Friends
of Botanic Gardens, held in Geelong. These conferences
provide great opportunities to mix with members of other
Friends groups – swap notes and learn from each other’s
experiences. The theme for this conference was “Botanic
Environments and Their Survival in a Time of Global
Warming”.
We heard from many excellent speakers on variations of
this theme and I was particularly impressed to hear of the
good work being done in many locations to restore native
environments. Co-operation between the relevant
municipality and the local Friends group was especially
noted.
This got me to thinking about what we could or should
be doing in Ballarat to not just preserve but to enhance
native vegetation communities. We have several sites
which lend themselves to this aim, such as Winter Swamp
and the Redan Wetlands. However one site stands out
in my opinion as worthy of attention, and that is our own
Wetlands adjacent to the North Gardens. This is already
a great place to walk around and enjoy the natural
bushland and its associated bird and wildlife. However I
wonder if it can be expanded? It is at present a relatively
small area, serving well its prime purpose of treating
storm water before release into Lake Wendouree. I
believe that there is scope for expansion – northwards to
Gregory St and westwards into a section of the North
Garden. The aim would be to recreate as far as is
practicable, a site which displays the native vegetation
which might have originally been present.

Such expansion requires several conditions to be met
to ensure its success.
Our Council needs to take responsibility for the area,
and appoint a suitably qualified officer to oversee its
development and coordinate the various interest
groups. Then, we would need expert advice on what
should be done with the site – where to establish
boundaries, what species to plant, etc. This expertise
is readily available from interest groups such as the
Australian Plants Society. The cost need not be
excessive. Community organisations and groups
such as Scouts could be called on to carry out the
actual planting (as is done most effectively in the
Melton Botanic Gardens for example).
Such a project also lends itself to involvement with
the Aboriginal community, such as demonstrating
plants which were valued for food or other purposes.
If all this can be achieved, our Ballarat Botanical
Gardens would have another major attraction to
enhance its appeal to visitors as well as locals.
Properly handled it would assist in integrating the
Wetlands and North Gardens with the central
Botanical Gardens and in particular the new Fernery
redevelopment. Careful selection of tree species to
complement the existing trees would develop the
Arboretum aspect of our Gardens as recommended
in Mark Richardson’s Visionary Plan.
A couple of pieces of trivia that I picked up at the
Conference:
The earth’s plant community currently comprises five
major seed groups - Angiosperms, Conifers,
Cycads, Gnetophytes and Ginkgo.
However in prehistoric times there were apparently
40 such groups. Must have been a bit crowded!
The other piece of trivia related to the Calperum
wetlands in South Australia where it was found that
the salt plain there is being naturally regenerated by
Eucalyptus largiflorens x gracilis despite being such
a hostile environment. Quite surprising.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT continued from page 1

On Sunday 29 May, BGANZ (Botanic Gardens of
Australia & New Zealand) organised a nation-wide Open
Day for Botanic Gardens which was well advertised
and promoted, particularly by the ABC and on social
media such as Facebook.
Our own Friends did a great job at short notice with
BotaniKids activities, guided tours and opening our
Nursery for sales.
However with no input from the City of Ballarat this was
a lost opportunity to really promote our Gardens. We
could have had other activities such as music groups
from Grammar or Federation University playing in the
Conservatory, and dance or other groups performing in
the Gardens.
With some imagination, and properly orchestrated
publicity to link in with the National promotion, it could
have really achieved great success in promoting our
Gardens, and thus Ballarat, throughout our region.

On a happier note, our car pooling visit to Melton
Botanic Gardens in May was very successful.
Members and friends were astounded at what is being
achieved by the Melton Friends and we were most
grateful to President John Bentley and his team for
their hospitality and time given to showing us around.
At our May general meeting, members enjoyed the
talk by Dr Ann Vale on the evolution of garden design.
At our next general meeting, Thursday, 18 August,
we will be hearing from our own Lorraine Powell,
presenting the talk that she gave to the Australian
Garden History Symposium last year on the theme
of “Garden to Table”. Her talk was very well received
and was a credit to her, and we look forward to hearing
Lorraine.
I hope to see again many of you on that occasion.
Raoul Dixon, President

“The best things in life aren’t things.” – Art Buchwald

History Group Report
The History Group has unearthed many interesting Garden’s related
titbits over the last little while.
At the Public Records Office of Victoria (PROV) the boxes are opened,
and out has come information relating to all manner of topics including:
● the difficulties of importing Begonia tubers
● the closure of the tramways,
● ideas for developing the ‘Almeida’ pavilion into a café‑cum‑souvenir
shop
● the banning of metal detectors in the Gardens, and even
● an offer of help from a Mr. Greville to Bob Whitehead (Director of
Parks and Gardens), who was thinking of writing a book about these
Gardens in 1982 [VPRS 2500 P0 Unit 302].
The information is carefully transcribed as a digital record, for future
use.
This is all in addition to work on our project: The Little Zoo at the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens (tentative title), where an article in the local
publication ‘The Miner’ has resulted in some lovely stories and pictures
from the public.
Those who saw this article may not know that the structure in the picture
was once the home of a wombat, and is located in the North Gardens
Reserve near the Sound Shell.
The ‘Little Zoo’ group is having a special meeting on Wednesday 20 July
at 9:30am to finalise details for an exhibition. Anyone with information
can bring it to the George Longley Rooms on this day.

1942 at the zoo:
A Soldier and his family at the
parrot cage in the Ballarat Gardens
Credit: A Zoet family archive

We look forward to hearing the talk Garden to Table – the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens at the August General Meeting. It is based on the paper
presented by Lorraine Powell at the 2015 AGHS Conference Symposium
in Adelaide.
Lorraine Powell, History Group Convenor

"Bulb: potential flower buried in Autumn, never to be seen again." - Henry Beard
‘Wellingtonia Winter 2016
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Guides have had the opportunity this
Autumn to participate in many stimulating
activities – sessions at our U3A/FBBG class,
training program for new guides at RBGV
Melbourne, the AAFBG Conference at Geelong, Guides
meeting with David Grant, Vegetation Planning and
Management Officer for COB, visit to Melton Gardens
and the FBBG meetings.
All these inputs do make us think a little differently and
challenge us to assess our own progress.
A common theme in these various inputs is adapting to
Climate change. The theme for the inaugural open day
organized by the Botanic Gardens Australia and New
Zealand Association on Sunday May 29 was to show how
Botanic Gardens are helping to tackle climate change. The
theme for the AAFBG Geelong conference was “Botanic
Environments and their survival in a time of Global
warming”. Similarly the Australasian Conference of
Volunteer Guides in Botanic Gardens in Sydney 2015
was “Guiding in a changing climate”.
Adaptation is required as our climate becomes more
volatile and we experience more heat stress and extreme
weather events. As Annette Zealley, Director of the
Geelong Botanic gardens, stated at the AAFBG conference:
“the survival of a Botanic Gardens depends on its ability to
evolve”.
Below are a few examples of what we have experienced
about how Botanic gardens are responding to secure their
future in relation to bio-diversity, climate change and
sustainability.
Geelong Conference

will have to be removed because of age. 1200 trees have
been planted in four years. Selection of trees has been
guided by adaptation to drier times and also to enhance
the area botanically.

U3A/FBBG class 2016
In one session we delved into a debate about the Sequoia
Avenue in BBG. The trees suffered badly in the
millennium drought and some were removed; the others
are not thriving. Replacement trees have been that will
take a long time to mature.
Should the replacement trees be ones better suited to the
current and projected climate and so not sequoias?
Can we use the replanting opportunity to enhance the
bio-diversity within the gardens?
RBGV Melbourne training
In our training sessions we heard about their strategies
to plan ahead. Their Landscape Succession Strategy
2016-2036 guides the transition from existing plantings
to a composition more suited to the projected climate and
environmental conditions ahead of us. In the garden beds
you can now see more indigenous plants and other plants
suitable for the projected drier hotter climate. It has set
ambitious but achievable targets to work through this
transition.
On our training days we were shown recreations of the
landscape look of vegetation prior to 1835 with its
indigenous herbs and grasses.
We saw examples of water
wise smart planting. (see left
and below) Botanic gardens
are there to educate and
need to provide ideas for
sustainable gardening with
plants that require less

A third of victoria’s native flora is now considered rare and
many species facing extinction. The role of RBGV in
conservation was highlighted.
John Arnott (Manager Horticulture, Cranbourne)described
a new initiative between BGANZ Victoria and the Royal
Botanic Gardens to explore the establishment of a multisite (multiple gardens) conservation collection of
Victorian Rare and Threatened plant species. Large Botanic
gardens are involved in scientific work and implementing
strategies to help recover threatened Victorian plants .
The Victorian Conservation Seedbank has collected seed
of 1100 species and some of this seed is being used for
re-establishment projects.
Dr Greg Moore (he was our guest speaker at the AGM this
year in February) emphasized how there are winners and
losers with the impact of climate change on tree species.
Some trees are more resilient than others to stresses. He
was urging more proactive management of our urban
trees. Need more study of how trees are responding and
pick the winners that are more tolerant of stresses and
showing resilience.

watering. These garden
beds are developed to
demonstrate how water
conserving,
low
maintenance
landscapes
that are still exciting and
diverse.

(Left)
Smoking
welcoming
ceremony
on the first
day of the
2016 RBGV
Training
program

Annette Zealley described the rejuvenation of the historic
arboretum at Geelong where seven of the 14 avenues in
the arboretum have been reinstated. Over half the trees
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FBBG Guides Meetings

Elizabeth Gilfillan and Terry O’Brien with fellow trainees at the
2016 RBGV Melbourne training program for their intake of new
Guides and Garden Ambassadors and Children’s Garden
volunteers.

David Grant at the April meeting described the Ballarat
strategy for a greener Ballarat. We have green canopy
landscapes in central parts of Ballarat but some of these
trees are now old and need replacing and some of the
trees are stressed by the changing climate. Selection of
plants better suited for the future is needed. Higher
density living developments can also result in tree
removal and impact on our green canopy. It is great to
see all the new tree planting by the City Council
occurring across Ballarat.
What is the strategy for the future with our ageing
and stressed trees in BBG?
The Sequoias, the Horse chestnuts and Birches in BBG
are some that will struggle to thrive in our hot summers.
We have a changing environment.
We cannot be static.
We have to decide what are the contemporary options
within our given context.
It is hard to manage progressively without a plan. The
last Masterplan and Management Strategy was
completed by John Patrick Pty Ltd in 1995 and has not
been updated in the last 21 years. Increased usage of
BBG and competing demands from Ballarat’s increasing
population is another factor that makes this revisit of the
Masterplan a priority.

Ballarat presentation of “Eden of Loveliness” to Melbourne
organisers of the Training program at RBGV.
Wendy Sandiford (Ballarat BG Guide), Rosemary Cotter (President
RBGV Melbourne Guides), Jane Griffin (Co-ordinator of Volunteers
for RBGV Melbourne) , Terry O’Brien (BBG Guide’s Convenor)

Apart from using all these opportunities to broaden our
understanding and commitment to the gardens the tours
and U3A classes continue. The last U3A class is on
Thursday June 30.
We have had much positive feedback from members and
class members have kept up their commitment with
strong attendance at all classes. All the guides are
involved one way or another with this event and we all
find it energising for us individually but also as a group.
Terry O’Brien, Guides Convenor

Ballarat Guides Terry O’Brien and Marg Towers alongside Baron
von Mueller’s bust outside the Herbarium at RBG Melbourne
before one of the training sessions.

The Melbourne POD: The Melbourne Gardens use a mobile
vehicle to connect with its visitors. The unit (called “the
POD”) is used by the Ambassadors to engage with the
visitors to RBGV (see photo right).

Growing
Friends:

Plants still selling well even though it has turned so cold and wet. Plenty of
potted miniature daffodils for sale if someone wants colour for the spring.
15 cm pots are needed again if anyone has any to spare, they would be
very welcome.
Yvonne Curbach, Growing Friends Convenor
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VERY IMPORTANT MATTERS FOR YOU….
Membership Matters:
We welcome the following new members who have joined since the last edition of Wellingtonia:
Mr Ron Baird, Mrs Tracy Douglas, Ms Patricia Foster, Mrs Lorraine Gigliotti, Mr John and Mrs Sue Heath,
Mrs Rosalie Lomas, Mrs Christina Nevistic, Mr Andrew Thomas, Mrs Pamela Thompson and Mrs Heather
Vickers.
The current membership level is 359 plus 5 Corporate members.
Our special morning tea for new members (those who have joined in the past twelve months) held in April
was a great success with about 25 new members attending. It was very pleasing to see that many of these
new members then joined one or other of our sub-groups.
With 41 members still unpaid at time of writing, I have now sent out reminder notices to those concerned
and hope that they will soon respond.

If you want to pay your outstanding subscription, just send your payment directly to our Treasurer, PO Box 33W Ballarat West 3350*, or drop in to
our George Longley Building any Tuesday afternoon or the second Sunday in the month.
Raoul Dixon – Membership Secretary
* make sure that you clearly identify yourself when making an electronic payment.

Friends Botanical Art Group
We continue to enjoy our painting sessions. Numbers have grown to eight artists, with a new member
joining us this term.
The group held a two-day workshop early in
April focusing on techniques of painting
autumn subjects, with
botanical artist, Mali Moir
(see photo right)
The workshop was very well
received, eight people took
part and all felt it was very
worthwhile. Five of our regular group
participated, and it was extremely pleasing to
have three others who responded to our
notifications of the event.
Our painting of the Begonia collection has paused, we hope to get back to that as soon as possible.
Valerie Richards, Convenor, Botanical Art Group.

MAWALLOK GARDEN OPENS FOR CHARITY
The extensive seven-acre garden at historic Western District property Mawallok is open to the public in November. The event is jointly
raising funds for Beaufort and Skipton Health Services and the local CFA.
The garden was designed by renowned landscape architect and former Director of the Botanic Gardens Melbourne, William Guilfoyle, and
is the best remaining example of his work in private hands.
The garden has played host to many visitors, students and horticultural institutions over the years and has been described in many garden
books and magazines including “1001 (International) Gardens to See Before You Die”. The garden is also listed on the Heritage Register.
Event information:
Saturday & Sunday 19 -20 November 2016
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Admission:
Adult $12
Children Free
Mawallok has been a great
friend of the Ballarat Friends!
Refreshments available, local produce, wines from Michael Unwin and plant sales.
LOCATION: 3802 Geelong Road, Stockyard Hill, Victoria
EMAIL: mitch.fam@bigpond.com
For more information contact Serena Mitchell 0419 589 145
‘Wellingtonia Winter 2016
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Curator’s Report
The Garden staff have installed the winter display (see
right) in the Robert Clark Conservatory in a week that was
unmistakably winter: plants include primula, cyclamen,
cineraria, deciduous trees and citrus. The winter display
follows on from the popular chrysanthemum display that
was installed at the end of April. The Conservatory will
host the Craft Council of Ballarat’s annual exhibition
between June 11 and 19.
Over the last month the gardens have been invaded by
birds from the lake, they have caused extensive damage
to lawns and have taken delight in pulling out seedlings.
It seems they do not know which side of the road is theirs.
In an attempt to deter some of these unwelcome visitors
chicken wire has been attached to the front fence. Staff
can also be seen chasing them from the gardens.
The Statue Pavilion is currently closed to the public while
the interior is painted with a new colour scheme which
will complement the recently painted exterior. (below left)
“No it’s not dead” is the answer to the question we get asked each year. The Taxodium distichum or Swamp Cypress (below right)
is at its seasonal best on that rare sunny early winter day before it loses all its leaves.
Peter Marquand, Curator

‘A beautiful garden is a work of heart.’ Anon
‘Garden Cuttings’ by Green-Thumb
● The World Botanical Gardens Day in May was surprisingly well attended despite short notice.
● Coming soon …. The Zoo Project. Lorraine and her crew are busy collecting information and resources to ensure that the laying out of
the panels being made goes well at the special meeting Wednesday, July 20 at 9.30.
● The ‘Western Beds Group’ have been working propagating salvias from the gardens under the guidance of Convenor Bill O’Driscoll
and Friends Committee Secretary Susan Rattray.
● The Melton Botanic Garden visit was attended by over 25 Friends. From all reports they were very impressed with what has been done.

● Green-thumb awaits with interest the outcome of the news that “the realignment of the north fence (of the gardens)” …will result in
“…two new gates”.Gates or gateways?
● Did you know that a sequoia’s ground roots only take up moisture to a limited height? Fog vapour is needed to feed moisture to the
foliar roots like in the Rockies of the USA. More fogs needed in Ballarat methinks!
● Speaking of U3A, the debate (headed by a well-researched overview of sequoias by Wendy Sandiford) between John Garner and Terry
O’Brien about the future of the massive avenue was very thought-provoking. No truth to the rumours that TO’B has bought a new
chainsaw or that JG has bought lengths of chain to lock himself to the trees if needed!
● Congratulations are in order for our own Elizabeth Gilfillan who was elected Vice President of the national body Australian Association
of Friends of Botanic Gardens (AAFBG). The 2016 AGM was held at the conference hosted by Geelong Friends. The new president is
Dennis Ayliffe from Friends of Australian National Botanic Gardens Canberra. Another instance of ..’if you want something done, ask a
busy person to do it’.Well done Elizabeth; we are proud of you.
TILL NEXT TIME – GREEN-THUMB
‘Wellingtonia Winter 2016
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FROM TIM ENTWISLE’S BLOG
Tuesday,
5 April 2016

http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.au/
The somewhat immortal House Leek at work 24/7
In leaf this plant looks so
ordinary, so familiar, we
barely notice it. But when it
sends up this chunky stalk
topped with an umbrella of,
if not showy, at least curious
flowers, you take a second
look. I did.

carbon dioxide is always a compromise in a hot, dry environment
since water will be lost through evaporation.
So our Sempervivum is adapted to life with limited water. In our
garden it gets plenty but it does mean that we can forget to water
it occasionally, or take a holiday and return to find it alive. This
accounts for one of its common names, ‘Live Forever’. In fact it's
botanical name means the same thing: ‘always alive’.
Yet while the plant as a whole may always be alive, once a rosette
flowers, after a year or two, it dies. By that time there will be plenty
of offsets around the base so the thing lives on *.

What we have here is a
succulent
called
Sempervivum, probably
Sempervivum tectorum.
You see it, or one of its relative, all over the place. It's in the family
Crassulaceae, which includes fleshy leaved plants, often with leaves
tightly packed in a rosette, like this one. The flowers most often rise
above the rosette on some kind of stalk.
Sometime ago I promised to
blog about Crassulacean
Acid Metabolism, or CAM.
Many, if not all, members of
the Crassulaceae exhibit
this special way of
converting sunlight into food
(photo-synthesis). So too do
other plants such as fleshy
orchids and bromeliads - it's
an adaptation to living in
places or climates where
water is scarce, such as
deserts and up in trees.
The basic concept is that
the (usually fleshy) leaves
and stems act like a battery,
capturing carbon dioxide at night when it's safe to open the pores
(stomata) in the leaf. The carbon dioxide is combined into a chemical
call malate, which can be stored inside the cell (actually in the
'vacuole'). The plant then strips carbon dioxide from the malate during
the day - when the sun's energy is available - to build the sugars
needed by the plant to live and grow.
The benefit to the plant of this time shift in the two parts of
photosynthesis (other plants take up and fix carbon dioxide during the
day) is less water lost during the day. Opening your pores to take in

Next General Meeting: Thursday, 18
August, 10am
Please come to hear Friends History Convenor
Lorraine Powell presenting a talk that she gave to
the Australian Garden History Symposium last
year in Adelaide.
“Garden to Table – the Ballarat Botanical Gardens”.
Robert Clark Horticultural Centre.
RSVP would be good for catering purposes!
‘Wellingtonia Winter 2016

If this species is indeed Sempervivum tectorum, we have access
to more obscure common name. Tectorum means 'of roofs', and
according to Wikipedia, this species (and quite possibly others)
were apparently planted on the top of houses to 'ward off fire and
lightening strikes'. This is celebrated in the common name House
Leek (note the spelling, and therefore reference to the onion relative
it might resemble a little in flower rather than holes in the roof).
There are also other names such as Jupiter's Beard that may relate
to the plants connection with thunder and storms, in a good way.
If you look closely at the flowers in my pictures you can see they in
their 'male phase' with active stamens producing pollen but the
female bits curled up and non-receptive. This way the plant is more
likely to avoid self-pollination, a topic I seem to return to quite often
in this blog (e.g. the Monkey Flower). You can also see there are
lots of floral parts - a dozen or so petals, about twice as many
stamens and who I reckon a dozen female bits. Plenty going on,
day or night.
*Or so the theory goes. As it happens, a month or two after taking
these pictures, our entire clump has succumbed. Bad botany or bad
plant husbandry?

(more from Tim at: http://talkingplants.blogspot.com.au/)

BALLARAT DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS
All
● Formosa Gardens Nursery

5% off all stock

● Grow Master 10% off plant purchases excl adv trees
● Spot on Pots

10% off all purchases

● Blackwood Ridge Nursery 10% off all purchases

You will need to show your FBBG membership card
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New plant database commenced!
The Ballarat Botanical Gardens now have a computerised plant database for its ‘Nontuberous Begonia Collection! This exciting step forward will centralise our plant information,
photos, and plant history, along with ‘propagation’ and ‘pest and disease’ records. The
database program is based on ‘Filemaker’ which is also used by the Friends Library &
History Groups. It was actually following a ‘demo’ by Lorraine Powell that its potential for
the BBG plant databases became apparent. (See sample page at right)
We look forward to including all BBG collections in due course and we’ll keep you posted
on our progress.
Donna Thomas, Gardens Education and Collection
Officer

Education in the Gardens and BotaniKids Program:
Horticulture Careers Information Evening: Wed 15 June, 7 - 8
pm in the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre.
In a first for BBG, we are delivering a Horticultural Careers
Evening for students – to share our belief that Horticulture is the
career of choice (even if we may be a little bit biased!).
Topics will include:
Importance of
Horticulture, Parks and
Gardens
Apprenticeships, the
BBG two-day intensive
Horticulture Work
Experience program,
Fed Uni Courses and
more.
This course forms part
of our education
program, and further
promotes the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens as
the centre of
Horticultural
knowledge in Ballarat.

Industry validation day at Federation University:
Garden staff attended the recent Industry
Validation Day at Federation University
representing the horticultural industry for Certificate
III Parks and Gardens Apprenticeships. This forum
provides invaluable ‘two- way’ feedback on training
and industry expectations, and fosters our continued
positive relationship with Fed Uni.
School Holiday Program: It’s always dynamic
working with Julie Brady and the BotaniKids team
and we’re really excited about our next School
Holiday program on 28 June; it is themed Winter,
Woolly Worms! Julie has been pleased with the
packed houses at our Coffee and Cake sessions
this year.
Parents and grandparents are invited to visit the
website for details as our special Ballarat
Botanikids Facebook page The web-page shows a high level of support
from young families.
Donna Thomas, Gardens Education and Collection Officer
Julie Bradby BotaniKids Convenor

Hospitality and Events: June saw about 40

Friends accept an invitation from the Art Gallery of
Ballarat Guides to visit the Art Gallery to view “rare and unusual items”. Fantastic visit including viewing items owned
by Richard Crouch of P.M.’s Avenue fame and two mummified cats!. We will return the invitation later this year.

19 October 2016.
Bus tour to 'Bringalbit' a historic stone homestead including woolshed, stables and a large
garden established in 1870 near Kyneton, Following morning tea, Sue Fox, will give a tour of the garden, art gallery and possibly the house as well.
A rich heritage of mature conifers and magnificent oaks and also a stunning crab apple walk and a 50-metre perennial double border. Bringalbit
includes a 60-metre Quince walk, swathes of roses and lavender terraces. $5.00 entry fee. Lunch at Kyneton Botanical Gardens with a tour of
them by members of the Kyneton Friends.
Shopping in Piper Street Kyneton is an option, before leaving for Malmsbury Botanical Gardens where the Friends there will take us on a tour.
Back in Ballarat at approximately 5.00 p.m.

November 2016: A visit to the Spring Hill Peony Farm. The dates for this day depends on the flowering of the peonies.
Nicky Thomas from Spring Hill will keep in touch with the FBBG and let us know dates the flowers will be in bloom. It all depends on the weather in
Spring. We will avoid their open days. This trip will be by car convoy during the week.
Entrance to the farm is $10 to view and walk among the peony flowers in the peony paddock. $25 to view and cut flowers to take home.
Spring Hill farm features a beautiful old wooden ‘Little Church' which is used as a Wedding Chapel and, a small vehicle to take those who wish to
see more of the flowers in the paddock.
Carole Haines, Hospitality and Events Convenor

Any one wishing to go on either of these excursions
is asked to contact Susan at the FBBG office in the
George Longley Building or info@fbbg.org.au

‘Wellingtonia Winter 2016

Further information will be in the Spring
Newsletter including the cost of the bus trip to
Kyneton. Please ring Carole Haines for further
information. 03 53388175 or 0458533881.
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Visit by Ballarat Friends to
Twenty five members and friends drove down
to the Melton Botanical Gardens in May for a
most enjoyable tour with Melton President,
John Bentley and other Melton Friends. John's
knowledge and enthusiasm impressed
everyone.
The Melton Botanic Gardens are totally
different to Ballarat's Gardens in several
distinct ways.
They are new, being less than ten years old,
they were initiated and are being developed by
volunteer labour instead of the Melton Council
(although they are located on Council land
which has been made available to the Friends),
and the species planted are predominantly
Australian natives along with similar species
from overseas such as South Africa.
They are also developing, in conjunction with
representatives of the local aboriginal
community, sections which will demonstrate
the relationship between the Aboriginals and
the environment - for example plants used for
food or other purposes.
The whole project is most impressive, has won
numerous awards, and is a credit to John and
his hard working Friends. The Ballarat Friends
were most appreciative of the time so freely
given by John and his members to showing us
around.
After the tour, the group patronised the Friends' plant nursery then, acting on a
suggestion from John, drove down to the historic Eyensbury Homestead where
they enjoyed lunch before returning home.
Raoul Dixon

“God made rainy days, so gardeners could get the housework done”. Anon.

Left: ‘ghostly shapes’ spotted during
the recent Statuary painting
Above: It was a brilliant sunny late
autumnal day for the Guides ‘birdspotting event.

‘Wellingtonia Winter 2016

Pictured above are Friends
Susan Rattray (Secretary)
John King (Vice President)
along with Annie Woodside
from Melbourne a member of
the Australian Garden
History Society
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MAY GENERAL MEETING: SPEAKER Dr Anne Vale
The May General Meeting was addressed by Dr Anne Vale. Dr Vale has been a special guest of the Friends
before and it was a pleasure to hear this year’s presentation on the topic of Exceptional Australian Garden
Makers. Anne based her talk on her book of the same name. (See below left)
Dr Vale covered a significant number of eminent
garden designers in her talk. These included:
● William Morris (the father of the Arts and Crafts
style)
● William Robinson (who revolted against the idea
of Victorian bedding out and formal gardens)
● Gertrude Jekyll and Edwin Lutyens (‘fans’ of
Robinson; Gertrude designed 400 gardens)
● Walter Butler
● Bogue Luffman
● Edna Walling and Ellis Stones.

Pictured above are Yvonne
Curbach and Kate Crawford
both of the Friends along
with Dr Anne Vale

Edna Walling was the main influence in Australian garden design. She was born in the UK, moved to New
Zealand before settling in Australia. Dr. Vale discussed Bickleigh Vale which was established by Walling in the
1920’s and commented positively on the recent development of the Cloudehill gardens in the Dandenongs.

BIG EVENT FOR BUNINYONG FRIENDS

BIRD TALK:

The Buninyong Primary School and Friends of Buninyong Botanic
Gardens have developed a new partnership in restoring an important
historical community facility which was re-opened earlier this year.

The Guiding Friends were recently addressed
by Tim Sandiford, President of the Ballarat
Birdlife group. Tim explained that about 20%
of all Australia’s birds species have been
observed around the Lake precinct.

Tim Sandiford (centre) along with members of
the Friends Guiding group at Lake Wendouree

The Buninyong Friends have had no home as such until now and this old
police station building, adjacent to the Buninyong Gardens, is an ideally
placed home for them and their proposed nursery.

Tim made suggestions of the best bird guide
books to use, and then took the group on a
bird-finding walk in the Botanical Gardens,
before moving across to the Lake Wendouree
foreshore.
Michael Bird

It is hoped that their fund-raising will ensure that the project becomes self
sustaining in the future.

WANT TO PAY US SOME MONEY?
If you are paying into our bank account please
remember to identify yourself, and even what
the payment is for. A good method is to use your
surname and initial/s as your ID. It makes it easier
for our Treasurer if you state what the payment
is for, e.g. membership renewal, bus trip, etc.

Guess what? ……the wooden fence erected between the
Friends Nursery (plant sales area) and the
driveway leading to the Gardens’ Workshop area is
there for a reason!

Members and visitors MUST NOT access the
Friends’ area via the driveway!
Please use the single wooden gate
at the rear of the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre.

The Friends’ bank details are:

BSB 633 000

Acc. No. 125334615
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This is an on-going safety issue.
Please use the small gate.
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Ballarat Gardens in Spring 11 – 13 November 2016
The Ninth Annual Ballarat Gardens in Spring kicks off with the popular Speakers Luncheon on Friday, 11 November 2016. This will
again be in the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre and Gardens Conservatory with lunch provided by Ballarat’s food hero, Peter Ford.
As you are aware tickets are limited for our informative and fun event, so be sure to diarise this event now. Bookings this year will be
via trybooking.com with all the necessary details in our brochure which will be available in August ... stay tuned.
We are thrilled to have some first time openings in our collection of impressive Open Gardens this year - locations and details soon.
In the mean time we are working on many promotional and media opportunities promoting Ballarat - Our Beautiful Garden City. Rug up and
enjoy our winter gardens!
Here’s the link to the Love Ballarat campaign page: http://www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/ac/loveballarat.aspx
Please feel free to share the video as widely as possible via your own networks.
Helen Todd, Committee, Ballarat Gardens in Spring 2016
The Committee are extremely excited to announce our Guest Speakers for the 2016 Speakers Luncheon:-

Simon Rickard is a passionate gardener and plantsman. He was head gardener at the Diggers Club until 2009,
before collaborating with restaurateur Annie Smithers to establish her kitchen garden. He currently runs his own
garden design and consultancy business, and works as a garden communicator, writing books, giving workshops
and leading garden tours for Botanica World Discoveries.
Simon has a parallel career in music, playing principal baroque bassoon with Pinchgut Opera, the Australian
Haydn Ensemble, and his renaissance curtal consort, Unholy Rackett.
www:simonrickard.com

Karen Sutherland was born in country Victoria to a family of farmers and gardeners. Growing her own food from a
young age, she has a lifetime of experience in horticulture, with the last eight years focusing on edible and useful
plants.
Trained at Melbourne Zoological Gardens and Burnley Horticultural College and a Permaculture Design Certificate
with Bill Mollison, she continues to learn from her own ‘garden laboratory’ in inner Melbourne, with over 200 edible
and useful plants. Her garden is open each year to the public as part of Open Gardens Victoria and is frequently
featured on TV and in various publications.
Her business, Edible Eden Design, specialises in gardens for schools and communities as well as home gardens.
She writes for Organic Gardener and Green Magazine, is a regular guest on radio and teaches from home and in the
community about edible gardening, bush foods and sustainable gardening generally. Karen is passionate about
gardens that connect us with nature and each other.
www:edibleedendesign.com

Claire Takacs is an international award winning Australian freelance photographer who has specialised in
photographing gardens and landscapes throughout the world for over the past ten years. She divides her time
between Australia, Europe and the US. Beauty and nature are a great inspiration, as she attempts to capture the
essence and beauty of the gardens she photographs, particularly while working with light.
Claire studied both science and photography in Melbourne, Australia. She won the Inaugural International Garden
Photographer of the Year Award in 2008 and each year has continued to be recognised in the industry for her
work. Most recently Claire won the IGPOTY European Garden Photography award in 2016.
Her work features regularly in magazines internationally, particularly in the UK, US and Australia. Magazines she
works regularly with include: Gardens Illustrated, Garden Design, House & Garden, Homes & Gardens, The
Garden, Country Style and Morning Calm, She has contributed to several books, including The Gardener's Garden,
by Phaidon and is now working on further book projects for future release.
www.takacsphoto.com
1

2

3

4

What Friends do! 1 and 4: spotted by Guides around the Lake.
2 and 3: Fun and frivolity at a recent General Meeting.
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Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens Information 2016
Email: info@fbbg.org.au
Website: www.fbbg.org.au

Friends of Ballarat Botanic Gardens Inc.
P.O. Box 33W
Ballarat West 3350

Tel. George Longley Building 03 5342 9354
2016 FBBG Committee and Areas of Responsibility
POSITION
President & Membership
Vice president
Secretary
Treasurer
Convenor Fernery Project
Education Convener
General member
Growers Convener
Guides Convener

NAME
Raoul Dixon
John King
Susan Rattray
Bruce Holland
Elizabeth Gilfillan
Julie Bradby
Doff Kemp
Yvonne Curbach
Terry O’Brien

POSITION
History Convener
Hospitality
General member
General member
Western Bed Convener
General member
Newsletter Editor
Botanical Art Convenor
Engraving Convener

Coming up:

NAME
Lorraine Powell
Carole Haines
Cherry Schultz
Helen Vincent
Bill O’Driscoll
Kathleen Hobson
Michael Bird
Valerie Richards (non-Committee)
Joy O’Brien (non-Committee)

MEETING TIMES 2016

General Meeting: Thursday, 18 August, 10 am. Guest
speaker - Lorraine Powell, “Garden to Table – the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens”. Robert Clark Horticultural Centre

Meetings are held in the George Longley Building
(rear of the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre):

Wednesday, October 19 Bus tour to 'Bringalbit' Kyneton
November 2016 A visit to the Spring Hill Peony Farm.
Date and time to be confirmed. Further info next edition.

Committee - 3rd Tuesday of each month at 3:30 pm
Growing Friends - Tuesday each week 1 pm-4 pm,
and the 2nd Sunday every month, 1 pm-4 pm.
(During summer also open on 4th Sunday as well.)

● The Growing Friends are always in need of plastic pots,
preferably 12 cm. Please leave at the George Longley Building.

Plant Sales at the above times.
Guiding Friends - 4th Tuesday each month 10 am.

● The BotaniKIDS team still need coloured wool.

History Group - 1st Tuesday each month 4 pm.

● Treasurer Bruce says be VERY careful when transferring YOUR
money into OUR account!

Educating Friends - 2nd Tuesday each month 10am

Ballarat Gardens in Spring
Speakers Luncheon on Friday, 11 November
Open Gardens on the weekend - 12 and 13 Nov.
Brochures available late August

Plant Labelling - as required.

HAVE YOU GOT SOME SPARE TIME and ARE INTERESTED IN
HELPING WITH PLANT LABEL PRINTING FOR THE
GROWING FRIENDS?

Currently seeking members who might be interested
helping out. Two Friends are sharing the job at present.
Further assistance would be greatly appreciated.
All training provided.
Contact via 53429354 or email

info@fbbg.org.au

Photo credits: Thanks to Raoul and Beth Dixon, Susan Patterson, Terry O’Brien, Peter Marquand, Lorraine Powell &
Zoet Family, Donna Thomas and Michael Bird for providing photographs used in this edition. Ed.

Disclaimer: The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Friends of the Ballarat Botanical
Gardens or those of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens. Neither the Friends nor the Ballarat Botanical Gardens accepts
responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed, although every effort will be made to publish reliable and
accurate information. Contributions for Spring Wellingtonia 2016 are due by mid-September please.
Michael Bird, Editor.
Editorial Committee Raoul Dixon, Elizabeth Gilfillan, Helen Vincent and Michael Bird.
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This newsletter is produced and distributed
with the financial assistance of the City of
Ballarat.
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