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NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2022
FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S
DESK:

bio-diversity in our local area. The State of the
Environment report published this year found that
nineteen Australian ecosystems are showing signs of
collapse or near collapse and for the first time Australia
has now more foreign plant species than native ones.
This exhibition is both an opportunity to appreciate the
art and add to our awareness and concern to what is
happening to our local natural world.
Work has also been underway by the committee
members to reshape some of our printed and online
material. We will shortly have available a gift voucher
for you to use for presents and soon a card tap facility
for plant purchase in the conservatory.
The progress of attracting corporate membership for
FBBG has also moved along very well. (See separate

Hello to all. There are plenty of signals from nature heralding
the beginnings of spring and we look forward to the seasonal
change. We hope the photographs in this issue of Wellingtonia
heralding this change bring this sense of anticipation of spring
events to enjoy.
Some of the Friends groups slow down in the winter but
moving into Spring all are busy. Guides and Ambassadors
are now organising rosters and looking for support. We are
report by Wendy Taylor on page 11)
keen to build up our Ambassadors’ numbers to their pre-Covid
levels. These two groups, plus the BotaniKids, are the ways
Donna Thomas, BBG Collections Office, is very
we encourage connection to the gardens.
appreciative of the work that the History Group
Welcoming, informing and sharing are the common
are doing, and it is very encouraging to hear this
‘The progress of positive feedback on the value of this group’s
approaches of all of them!
attracting
work. The History Group are working steadily
Spring is also the time to look out for new plants
corporate
on our archival material. A more recent
from our nursery.
sponsorship for acquisition has been J. G. Lingham’s personal
In this issue you will receive an invitation to the FBBG has also
library. Many of the items date from his time
FBBG Botanical Artists exhibition of rare and moved along very
at these gardens (1896 -1912). They have been
endangered plants of this region. The background to
well.’
donated to the Friends’
library by his
this exhibition is explained in the article ‘Connecting
granddaughter Joy Morrish. Recently they were
to Nature’.
delivered to the GLB by her nephew and great
Friends are very pleased to be able to support this exhibition
grandson. (Lorraine Powell, a member of the History Group,
and hope you can attend the opening or make it to the exhibition
reports on this on page 9)
over that weekend of 24 and 25 September. The Botanical
Our 40th year has provided opportunities for added
Artists, under the umbrella of FBBG organisation, has been a
publicity for the work of the Friends. We had articles
developing activity. Artists at various levels gather in a
in ‘Ballarat Living’ and ‘My Ballarat’ plus articles both
supportive and encouraging environment on Mondays. Valerie
in the ‘Ballarat Courier’ and the ‘Ballarat Times’. We
Richards is the Convenor of the group, and the team of fellow
continue to attract members, but we are also keen to
artists have highlighted in this exhibition the decline in plant
continues page 2…

Please note: In this publication some abbreviations are used for simplicity sake: FBBG = Friends of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens;
CoB = City of Ballarat; RCHC = Robert Clark Horticultural Centre; GLB = George Longley Building

2022 SEES
THE BALLARAT FRIENDS
CELEBRATE 40 YEARS
GALA EVENT, THURS, OCT 20, 6 PM
YOUR INVITATION IS INCLUDED

Patron of the
Ballarat Friends:
Prof. Tim Entwisle,
Director and Chief
Executive,
Royal Botanic
Gardens, Victoria.
See what Tim’s been
up to recently on page 4.

..from page 1

gather active volunteers as well. It is important for succession
planning and to share the workload of events and the
organisation’s administration.
Michael Bird, our volunteer editor of the Wellingtonia, after
ten years on the job, has decided to move on from this role.
This issue and the summer issue will be the last issues for
Michael. It would be good if we could get a replacement
volunteer to work alongside Michael for these last issues. Please
refer to the information about this position and let us know if
you would like to contribute to this role. (See page 5)
We are also in need of more volunteer help with managing
social media. If you have these skills and interest and able to
contribute, please contact us.
We are also encouraging members who want to become more
involved and support FBBG with their skills to look to the
FBBG for financial assistance where appropriate. Please refer
to FBBG Guidelines Travel, Further Education and
Training Support for more information on what it involves
(page 7).
The Friends are forming a new group. Yet to be named, the
group will focus on the bio-diversity of the Wetlands, Fairyland
and Lake Wendouree, as well as provide opportunities to learn
more about the processes at work in these environments.
We want the group to help us celebrate its flora and fauna and
have opportunities to become more acquainted with the wilder
side of our lake and garden. Perhaps some hands-on activity and
monitor changes and lobby relevant authorities when needed?
The Mark Richardson Visionary Plan for BBG prepared in
2014 for the City of Ballarat recommended making the wetlands
a part of the Botanical Gardens. Mark suggested opening our
vision and to move beyond the fence of the central gardens. A
meeting to get interested people together for this will be
advertised and held in November.
We had about 50 attending the August general meeting. It was
a good number for this time of the year considering the impact
of winter illnesses and holiday plans.
Botany is never static and new research brings new knowledge
and changes. Our guest speaker was Dr. Daniel Olsen from
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. Daniel is involved in research
on ferns and mosses and contributing to the VicFlora guide
resources on these plants. He very clearly conveyed the passion
and the excitement solving nature’s mysteries. Lots of field
work and careful observation in different parts are obviously
part of the enjoyment alongside the challenge of explaining new
distribution patterns and forms.
We were able to appreciate the journey Daniel is on with his
research and his contribution to making this material accessible.
We thank him for his authoritative and very clear presentation
and for extending our understanding of this topic.
Luke Ives also gave a presentation at this meeting about the
landscaping plans for Stage 1 of the Fernery. These will be
shortly available and publicised by the City of Ballarat. We are
told it will be ready for the Begonia Festival in March. Our
AGM is late February, and we hope we can break open the

champagne then to celebrate this milestone. No more
funds have been committed to the fernery by the COB
until the new Master Plan has determined future directions
for the Gardens. This will be some years away. Stage 1
will be completed but this is only the first stage. As for
Stages 2 and 3, who knows? The long journey to complete
the vision will continue. There needs to be ongoing
momentum to remind CoB and the community about
moving forward to complete the Fernery Project as a
holistic project.
Our 40th year as I have said often is an occasion for both
celebration and reflection, looking back and looking
forward, learning from the past and planning.
Friends find themselves operating in different contexts in
these 40 years. Our organisation has spent some of this
time helping to restore ageing heritage infrastructure.
FBBG funds contributed to restoration of the McDonald
Gates, the Claxton Monument and in the case of the
Fernery, its new development. Gaining civic support for
the management of a botanical garden with significant
plant collections was also a priority for the Friends. It is
not just parkland management.
Today how the Friends operate changes as other issues
emerge. Climate change and bio-diversity decline are
among top environmental concerns, and both are linked
and impact on a local level. Concern about these gardens
now means discussions about conservation, water
management, pest control practices, bio security measures,
plant choice and climate change, plant succession with
our senescent trees, bio-diversity, funding priorities, social
inclusion – as these are areas that will impact on the
vitality of our Botanical Garden. Hopefully the new
Master Plan will tease out some of these future directions
and it will be important for the Friends to be a contributor
to this process. The road ahead for the Friends will involve
some different conversations and different connections.
Peter Marquand has announced that he is retiring, and
the gardens are about to lose a wealth of experience and
knowledge that has guided these gardens for a very long
time. When I have looked to Peter for help, he has always
been constructive in trying to work together the needs and
concerns of the Friends with the COB Garden
management concerns and needs. In recent times I hear
people saying at Begonia Festival time that the gardens
have never looked better. It is management that achieves
this, and Peter and his team are the ones that brings the
praise for these gardens and their displays.
It is a very proud achievement for Peter to reflect on as he
approaches his retirement. Knowing the range of interests
that Peter has I am sure retirement will be a most enjoyable
and productive time. You leave us Peter with our
appreciation for all that you have done, and the help given
to the Friends over the years.
Our very best wishes for your retirement Peter.
Terry O’Brien, President

Your future self is watching you right now through memories.
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022

Page 2

L MO
STIL

RE

2
2
0
2
QRcodes: Hover t he camer a on your phone over t he
QRcode and it t akes you st r aig ht t o
Tr ybooking – easy way t o buy your t icket !

FBBG BOOKING INFO

Please note: our events will abide by any COVID-19 restrictions at the time.

Special Morning Tea for New Members - Saturday, October 8 in the George
Longley building 10.30 a.m.
Welcome for new members to come along and meet members of the Committee and the Friends.

40th Anniversary Celebrations – Thursday, October 20, 6 pm, $30
At the Ballarat Mining Exchange, Lydiard Street, Ballarat.
Our long awaited Gala party replaces the February event which had to be postponed due to COVID
restrictions! See the lift out invitation in this Wellingtonia for details!
You are invited with your partner/friend to this very special night to celebrate this wonderful milestone
in the history of the Friends and recognise the contribution of so many of our members over the years.
Special guests including garden designer and Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens supporter,
Carolyn Blackman, will be part of the memorable night.

Book with TryBooking https://www.trybooking.com/CAEYB

Spring Open Gardens (Buninyong) – October 29 and 30.
‘BUNINYONG opens it s Garden Gates’ (f und r aiser f or the Fr iends of the Buninyong Botanic Gar dens)
We are pleased to advise our members that the Friends of Buninyong Botanic Gardens are planning to open up to seven
private gardens! This will be a great chance to tour around the Buninyong area and to meet garden owners/designers
and hopefully enjoy lovely spring weather! For more information: www.opengardensBUNINYONG.org.au

Garden Designfest – Saturday and Sunday, November 19 and 20.
Open Gardens in and around the Ballarat district! (See page 10 for details).
More at: https://gardendesignfest.com.au

Spring Speakers Luncheon – Friday, November 18, 10.00 am- 2:30 pm, $70
Always an informative and popular event. Keep this date free! Includes morning tea and lunch. Guest
speakers Lisa Ellis (a leading Melbourne-based garden designer) and Simon Trebilcock (how to have a
productive garden and a formal garden). Lisa’s topic is ‘Landscapes in Focus’. She will show a selection
of gardens she has created and the design briefs that shaped them. Simon’s talk is entitled ‘Potager
Gardens - where ornamental and productive gardens meet’.

https://www.trybooking.com/CAIAH

Christmas Event on December 8, 2022
Fiona Tonkin is our guest speaker. Her topic: ‘Christmas in the
Goldfields’. Fiona is an ex-school principal, and has been a Guide at
both the Ballarat Art Gallery and at Sovereign Hill. She has a
wonderful entertaining way of telling a story. Family history has it
her great grandmother claimed to be hiding behind a bag of flour
during the Eureka up-rising! This will be enjoyed by everyone.
Fully catered event. Just bring your jovial selves. COST $20
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022
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CONNECTING WITH NATURE
A response to the concern regarding the rapid
decline in rare and endangered plant species in
the Ballarat area.
This body of work commenced when it was
discovered that there were over 500 fauna and
flora species listed as threatened under
Victorian legislation (Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act 1988). The Ballarat Friends Botanical Art
Group decided to begin a collection of works to
record the rare and endangered flora in the
Ballarat area, when it was discovered that there
were over 100 flora in this category.
Reasons for their decline include the loss,
fragmentation and degradation of habitat due
to clearing for agriculture, urban development,
timber harvesting, weed invasion, inappropriate
fire regimes, grazing, climate change, and alteration to flows and temperature
regimes in rivers.
Competition for resources and predation by introduced species (e.g. foxes, cats,
rabbits, trout) have also had a significant effect on many species.
This project started in 2019, as a record of Ballarat’s threatened significant plant
species. It was felt that each plant required a botanical illustration showing the
habitat of the plant, the upper and reverse sides of leaves, and details of flowers,
bud, seed and root system where reference of the plant was possible.
Typical illustrations are in watercolour, but may also be in oils, ink or pencil, or
a combination of these. The group consists of like-minded individuals who have
a common interest in nature and illustrating.
To start the project the group implemented a comprehensive spreadsheet of
these plants from the Victorian Bio-diversity Atlas, Species Summary List
database. Listed on the spreadsheet were Scientific and Common names, the
artists involved in illustrating each plant, and possible locations where the plants
could be found. Reference for the plants ranged from visiting and acquiring young
plants from native nurseries, researching surrounding bushland and utilizing
digital records images from VicFlora and SWIFT, and the Ballarat Botanic Gardens
rare and endangered plants. Some plants have been difficult to acquire any
information and have been left for further investigation.
This is an ongoing undertaking given the amount of plants yet to be recorded in
this manner. The project was first started as a record of the declining state of
some of the significant flora in this region and has now evolved as a possible
source of interest and awareness for schools, the wider Ballarat community, and
groups interested in preserving these species of plants for future generations.
Subject to funding it is hoped that a booklet will be produced of the illustrations,
as a record of Ballarat’s rare and endangered plant species.
Ro Bancroft, Member of the Ballarat Friends Botanical Artists Group

TALKING
PLANTS... every plant has a
story to tell

A PYRENEAN OAK
IN TWO SEASONS
When I was in Madrid a few months ago to attend a seminar on
'Botanic Gardens facing Global Change', the Director of the
Madrid Gardens took me to see a few local oaks.
We saw the local variant of the Holly/Holm Oak (Quercus ilex),
which they call the Ballota Oak as well as a species less familiar
to me, the Pyrenees Oak, Quercus pyrenaica. I do know the
species a little, from this beautiful specimen in our Oak Lawn at
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.
In fact I've often caressed the soft, grey-green underbelly of the
leaves as I passed by, marvelling at their felty texture.
The Pyrenees Oaks I saw in nature, or at least in the kind of
nature that you find in much of Europe, were growing in the hills
above the palace and monastery, El Escorial, Their soft, greygreen leaves – covered underneath in tiny star-shaped hairs –
were fresh and new when I saw them in early June.
Back home in Melbourne a week
later, in mid-June, our Oak Lawn
specimen was mottled yellow and
brown. In Europe the leaves
apparently turn brown but remain
on the tree until the new leaves
appear again in spring, which we
call marcescent.
That seems to be partly the case with our tree, although a
goodly proportion of leaves were also on the ground in early
winter.
An edited version of Tim’s posting.
You can read more of Tim’s offerings at:
https://talkingplants.blogspot.com/ OR
just search on line for ‘Talking Plants’

Aust r al ian Asso ciat io n o f Fr iends o f Bo t anic Gar dens:
The AAFBG Management Committee’s most recent meeting was on Monday, August 15 via Zoom. In addition to
general business, we discussed
● a new document currently being drafted by our President Linda Beveridge. It sets out our
Vision, Aims, Goals and Objective of the AAFBG for 2022-2023;
● possible destinations for future AAFBG botanical tours;
● the 2023 AGM and,
● a proposed Regional Botanic Gardens one day Workshop at Ballarat Botanical Gardens in 2023.
The 2023 AGM will be hosted by the Friends of RBG Melbourne at a venue adjacent to the Gardens
on Friday, May 5. Planning for this has commenced – in addition to the AGM we will be presenting
the 2023 Handbury Awards and celebrating the AAFBG’s 30th Anniversary. We are hopeful many of
our Ballarat members will attend and more details will be released soon.
Regrettably, the third Botanical Tour of Tasmania Oct 29-Nov 5 will not go ahead due to insufficient
numbers. The AAFBG intends continuing to arrange botanically inspired tours for its members and is
now investigating potential destinations.
The 2024 AAFBG Biennial Conference will be held at Maroochydore Regional Bushland Garden from
August 30-September 1 and planning is already underway. Soon we will be calling for expressions of
interest to host the 2026 AAFBG Biennial Conference.
Spirit House by Craig Medson
An AAFBG Achievement Certificate will be awarded to Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens in
– one of a large collection of art
recognition of the group’s 40th Anniversary.
pieces at Maroochydore
A Map showing the location of all member gardens will soon be uploaded to the AAFBG website. This
Regional Bushland Garden
will be very helpful when planning visits to botanic gardens throughout Australia
Report by Merrill Shulkes AAFBG Committee Member and FBBG representative
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022
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CURATOR’S REPORT SPRING 2022
September 30, 2022 is my last day with the City of Ballarat as I step into the next stage of my life – retirement! I started with the
former Shire of Buninyong on April 1, 1990 as the foreman gardener. At that stage there were only two of us in the gardening crew.
After council amalgamation I looked after the Sturt Street Gardens until starting in my current role in 2005.
In my time here at the Ballarat Botanical Gardens there have been many staff come
and go. Some of them I had the privilege of recruiting as apprentices and then seeing
them recruited into ongoing jobs with council. The team here at the gardens do a
fantastic job of looking after the Gardens on a day-to-day basis.
At August’s Friends of the Gardens General Meeting, Terry O’Brien asked me two
questions: the first was what my biggest challenge has been, and the second was
my biggest success.
My response to the first question was the drought and
its effect on the Gardens then and now. For those of us
here then who can forget how the Gardens looked at
the time. We were trucking water into the tanks located
near the Craft Cottage, and this water was used to try
and keep the Gardens going. We had to make choices
between what plants had water and what didn’t.

Peter Marquand in 2014 with a felled sequoia
(Picture from Ballarat Courier)

The images of the corflute flowers on tomato stakes during the Begonia Festival were an example of
how desperate things were.
We still feel the impact with three dead trees removed from the Gardens over the last couple of weeks.
Some trees never really recovered. The condition of the remaining Sequoiadendrons is another
example of the affect of drought and changing climatic conditions.
In response to the second question, I have a few that come to mind:
● Begonia Festival whilst also a challenge, it is a great opportunity to get people into the gardens
maybe for the first time. Hopefully those first timers make return visits.
● An elevated appreciation of how important our begonia collection is both locally and
internationally.
● The purchase of the collection management package Iris has allowed us to make a massive
change in how we manage the gardens collections and how those interested can interact with
the public interface.
● One highlight for this year was the Ballarat Gardens being featured on ABC TV’s Gardening
Australia and the amount of airtime we had.
● The team being recognised in the Ballarat Heritage awards in 2018 for Excellence in Heritage
Skills for conservation of Tuberous Begonias. The award recognised the skill used by
generations of gardeners here at the Botanical Gardens in the cultivation and curation of our
collection. There is a danger that the skill of a qualified gardener can be seen as being the
same as a home gardener. It isn’t!
Peter mentioned the Iris In closing off, I count myself as having been very fortunate to work in an area that I am very passionate
management package. You can about. The Gardens have ticked many boxes for me; two of which being my passion for horticulture
see the result by using Garden and strong interest in history. I know the gardens will always hold a special place in my heart.
Explorer. Simply scan the QR
Cheers for now. Peter Marquand, Curator Ballarat Botanical Gardens.
Code above.

JOB OPPORTUNITY - LIKE NO OTHER!

SEARCH FOR EDITOR - WELLINGTONIA NEWSLETTER

The Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens are looking for a new editor of their quarterly newsletter - “Wellingtonia”.
The Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens, a volunteer organisation, has some 400 members who are kept in touch about activities and
current issues related to our Gardens, through this full colour, 12 page A4 newsletter which is posted to the membership base.
Our volunteer editor of some ten years has decided to stand down and so we are seeking someone who is keen on nature/gardens and is
computer literate, to take over from 2023.
Skills needed include patience, eye for detail and the ability to work alone. The commitment is for about a week’s work assembling the
newsletter each quarter. Copy is supplied by committee members of the Friends. Knowledge of computer software and skills in layout are
important.
This is a volunteer role which contributes greatly to the Ballarat community in highlighting the positive aspects of gardening, nature and our
environment and as a link between the Botanical Gardens and the Friends. Expressions of interest by email to: info@fbbg.org.au

If the use by date on a bottle of poison expires is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous?
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022
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FRIENDS’ NURSERY - NEW PRICES
Plant prices are going up this September due to rising costs. Most plants
will be $10 but members will get a $2 discount off each plant, so it’s still a
bargain!
The Growing Friends are excited to have a new tap point for 'card'
payment for plants on the trolley in the pipeline. It has arrived but yet to
be installed. Hopefully it will be located in the Conservatory.
Why not come and check out our new range of plants - it is an ideal time
to be planting this Spring!
Kim Nolan, Treasurer

Just a few of the plants recently on sale from
the Growing Friends trolley outside the
Conservatory

BALLARAT GARDENS COLLECTION
I am keen to share three examples of recent research work by
the Friends’ History Group, and the extraordinary information
they have sourced! The group’s enthusiastic approach to
search requests, and attention to detail, have produced some
amazing results, which will enrich not only how we interpret
the ‘history’ of our plant collections, but also assist in guiding
our future collections.
1. Plant Collections Search. Through this group’s fabulous
work, we now know many of our current collections actually
existed as far back as the 1890’s – a lot earlier than previously
thought.
A few of these new insights are as follows;

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
The Friends welcome the
following members who have
joined us since the last edition of
Wellingtonia:
Margaret Gork, Melinda McInnes,
Jeanette Rankin and Joan Binney.
Warwick Sellens,
Membership Coordinator

Begonias 1894 Azaleas 1884 Camellias 1885
Chrysanthemums 1896 Fuchsias 1885
Pelargoniums 1883
Rhododendrons 1884
2. Plant List from 1866! The discovery of a list of plants
received by George Longley from the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Melbourne in 1866! This list contains 170 plant species and
would have formed some of our garden’s earliest plantings.
3. Early Fernery Search. Produced a wonderful timeline of the
pre-1910 fernery building development, including actual plant
species in the fern collections, flowering shrubs, heritage
camellia cultivars, and the numerous vines covering the
fernery.
In an exciting development all of this work, has been forwarded
to the landscape designer of the new fernery, and will
contribute an invaluable historical authenticity to the potential
new fernery plant selections.
A sincere thank you to everyone in the History group
especially, in creating this amazing resource. We are so very
fortunate, to have this type of invaluable information at our
fingertips!
Donna Thomas, Plant Collections Officer.

TO PAY INTO THE FRIENDS BANK ACCOUNT:
Please remember to identify yourself
when paying into our bank account and what the payment is for.
A good method is to use your surname and initial/s as your ID. Please say
what the payment is for (e.g. membership, bus trip, etc.)
The Friends’ bank details are: BSB 633 000 Acc. No. 125334615
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022
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BALLARAT FRIENDS 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
GALA EVENT
Thursday 20 October
The 40th event planning has kept several committee members very busy this year, but it is all coming
together so well and we do look forward to a most enjoyable evening. This is a very important event
for the Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens. It aims to do several things:
* Show our local leaders and Ballarat community the strength of our organisation. This requires a big crowd and we would
like to have 150 attending. Currently we have about half that number and so please get those replies in.
* Express our appreciation to the members who have helped establish and helped make this organisation grow and have
impact over the last 40 years.
* Be entertained - no long speeches but some interesting creative approaches for messages and information.
* Catch up with people and perhaps share where your paths have connected over the years through the FBBG association.
* We call it a gala evening as it has many planned features to help us all have a very enjoyable and fun night.
With the ticket price subsidised by the Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens, the evening is definitely value for money. For
booking details see the special flyer inserted in this edition of Wellingtonia.
Terry O’Brien, President
If you replace "W" with "T" in "What, Where and When", you get the answer to each of them.

FBBG GUIDELINES:
TRAVEL, FURTHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING
SUPPORT
Aim: To provide financial assistance to FBBG
Committee members, Convenors and other members
to attend (either in-person or on-line) conferences,
meetings, courses and workshops that will have a
demonstrable benefit for the FBBG.
Outcomes: Expected benefits will include networking
and developing future collaboration with like-minded
people and groups, exposure to new ideas, best
practice and, where relevant, facilitating succession
planning for the FBBG.
Process: Up to a half-page submission outlining the
benefit to the FBBG of attendance at the event,
including event details, the total cost and the amount
requested. The document would be submitted to the
FBBG for subsequent consideration by a panel of
three Committee members. The recommendation to
be endorsed by the full Committee.
Budget: Financial support that reflects the cost of
participation (e.g. registration, accommodation and/or
travel). The amount allocated will vary depending on
the location and registration costs. Normally the
recipient will be expected to make a significant cocontribution with flexibility for individual circumstances.
Each year, the maximum amount per application and
the annual budget will be determined by the Committee.
All payments to be made and recorded by the
Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer
Reporting: On return, the recipient will make a short
presentation or prepare a brief written report to the
FBBG Committee and to a General Members Meeting,
outlining the benefits to the recipient, to the FBBG and
further activities or relationships that should be
undertaken.
FBBG Committee, August 2022

'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022

GUIDES GROUP REPORT: The Guides have had a quieter time
during winter with only one guided tour in July. September 4 will see the
first of the free guided Sunday morning tours for Spring.
At our August meeting we welcomed Donna Thomas who most capably
took us through the many ways we can access information about the
Ballarat Botanical Gardens using Garden Explorer.
It might seem as though I’m continuing on from where I left off in the last
edition of Wellingtonia when I write about another Oak tree (in name)! Not
one in our Ballarat Botanical Gardens but one I thought most interesting,
the Nightcap Oak – Eidothea hardeniana. It is a species of tree up to 40m
tall of the family Proteaceae, which botanist Robert Kooyman recognised
as a new species only in 2002. It is found only in the Nightcap Range in
northern NSW.
It has an official listing as critically endangered. It is an ancient species that
dates back to Gondwanan origin. Its range has contracted over millions of
years and it now occurs in just a single population of less than 150 mature
individuals in the wild.
And all of the above information because I watched the Catalyst Program,
Australia’s Favourite Tree. (If you missed it you can catch it on iView.)
Interestingly of the 33 trees nominated by the expert panel, 13 of them can
be found in the Ballarat Gardens and Lake precinct
I encourage you to use Garden Explorer www.ballarat.gardenexplorer.org
and hopefully you will locate these listed trees which were considered
worthy of being included in ABC Favourite Australian Tree.
Blackwood – Acacia melanoxylon Red Flowering Gum – Corymbia ficifolia
Bunya Bunya Pine – Araucaria bidwillii
River Red Gum – Eucalyptus camaldulensis
Golden wattle – Acacia pycnantha
River Sheoak – Casuarina cunninghamiana
Moreton Bay Fig – Ficus macrophylla
Snow Gum – Eucalyptus pauciflora
Mountain Ash – Eucalyptus regnans
Wollemi Pine – Wollemia nobilis
Saw Banksia – Banksia serrata smooth Barked Apple – Angophora costata
Queensland Kauri Pine/Smooth Barked Kauri – Agathis robusta

Julie Chandler, Guides Convener
P.S. The winner ABC Favourite Australian Native Tree is
River Red Gum - Eucalyptus camaldulensis.
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Recently local photographer Penthea MarshallRadcliffe completed a folio of photos featuring the
Ballarat Botanical Gardens.
Here is a selection.

You can see more by going to the following website:
https://adobe.ly/3cBvLPq
Penthea can be contacted on 0414 783 753 or at
www.vegasandrosephotography.com

HELD OVER: It was intended to include a new piece from
the many articles provided by the late John Garner in this
issue. Space precluded it, an you will have to wait until the
Summer edition for:

….from the
records of the
late John
Garner.

The doctors that told Stephen Hawking he had two years to live in 1953 are probably dead.

Gar den Cut t ing s wit h Gr een Thumb!
● One thing that never fails to amaze GT is the number of fantastic photos that exist showing the Gardens as they were over a
hundred years ago. Merrill Shulkes did a splendid job in showing the way in which the Fernery has evolved from the late 1800s
until today when she made her presentation at the last general meeting. Also Luke Ives (Executive Manager Operations, CoB)
outlined how and when the new fernery will be landscaped. Tenders are to be called in October/November. Finished late
February. Hooray!
● It was interesting also at the August general meeting to hear retiring Curator Peter say that the Gillies Street fence is having the
third and final section replaced. 600 metres all up in a three year project. Impressive!
● Speaking of Peter … good luck for your retirement Peter! You will be missed for your calm demeanour and steady leadership in
our Gardens. Thank you!
● Donna Thomas (CoB Plant Collections Officer) gave a slick presentation to the Guides recently about the ‘Garden Explorer’ app.
● You may not be aware of the enormous amount of work your Friends Committee has been doing at the moment. Along with the
40th Gala, they have been busy establishing and reviewing processes and procedures for the future. As well they have brought
into being a new set of corporate members and are currently in the process of establishing a new sub-group focused on the biodiversity of the wider Gardens area. Knees up! (See page 7 for new policy on Travel and Training funding)
● How lucky are you? Included with this edition are not one, but TWO inserts warning you of major coming events. One is the
40th Anniversary Gala on October 20, and the other celebrates our Botanical Art group‘s work ‘Connecting with Nature’ (aka ‘
Caring For the Rare’) over three days from the evening of September 23. (Did you know that there is a Caring for the Rare
section along the Western Bed in our gardens?)
● If you have been walking through the Gardens in the past few months, you will have noticed the fencing around Hercules. The
repairs needed to restore the old chap require a permit for the statue to be moved off-site.
Until next time; keep your secateurs clean, well oiled and sharp – you just never know! Green Thumb
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SPECIAL GIFT: Several years ago, Joy Morrish, a grand daughter of John Lingham, contacted the History Group and
offered the gift of her grandfather’s professional library of reference books.
Joy provided us with a great deal of information as we prepared for the publication of what became ‘An Eden of Loveliness’ and
had previously been in regular contact with our first historian Roy Mosman. However, as she prepared to downsize, her thoughts
were that the books might serve as an historic link at the Friends’ Library.
She organised with her nephew, Rod Lingham, the great grandson of John
Lingham, to deliver the books to us as he passed through Ballarat.
The library consists of some twenty books currently having a face value of
approximately $1000. This
does not include the intrinsic
value of a collection used at
these Gardens by a gardener
trained here and who rose to
become a Curator. John was
the first Curator born in
Ballarat.
Many of these books would
have been with him during his
One of the stereograph cards from the Morrish
time living in the Gatekeeper’s
collection from the time of John Lingham,
Cottage and then the Curator’s
Ballarat Gardens curator
Cottage. After leaving these
Gardens in 1912 to become a
consultant designer, he continued to add specialist (for the times) books,
and these are included in the gift.
Lorraine Powell with Crista and Rod
Lingham with the books donated by Joy Morrish

Also included is a stereoscope viewer and labelled stereographs, several of
which are of greenhouse displays prior to 1912.

We are extraordinarily grateful to Joy for her generosity and look forward to sharing the unique images captured in the
stereograms with you.
Lorraine Powell

If you rip a hole in a net, there are actually fewer holes in it than there were before.

Winter has, as always, slowed down our educational programs.
However, we have had fun with our BotaniKids After School
Nature Club. Below are some examples of our latest work.

BotaniKids After School Nature Club
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Garden DesignFest is an
initiative of the Rotary Clubs of
Kew, Brighton North and
Central Melbourne.
Volunteers Needed For 2022
Garden Designfest November
19 and 20, an event to raise
funds for the FBBG and Rotary
Ballarat West contribution to
the Fernery.
The nine gardens are open
10am to 4pm, Saturday and
Sunday. Volunteers are needed
to welcome people. The day is
organised into three relatively
short shifts. You will be paired
with a Rotary Volunteer
manning the entry gate.
If you would like to volunteer
one (or more times) for this
event please let Lorraine
Powell know by the end of
October.
You can do this by leaving a
message on 0458 477388,
emailing
Lorraine.buninyong@icloud.
com
or dropping in to the George
Longley Building where there
will be a roster sheet you can
fill in.
There will be a short meeting
closer to the event to provide
you with what you will need on
the day.
More at:
gardendesignfest.com.au

Friends of Ballarat
Botanical Gardens Nursery
Specialising in rare groundcovers, perennials,
shrubs and succulents
Nursery Open:
Tuesday 1-4 pm, and the second Sunday 1-4 pm
Trolley: Plants available outside the Conservatory during business hours;
plants updated daily Cash honour system
Why not take a look at the plants we have for sale the next time
you are enjoying the Ballarat Gardens?
We have a range of named varieties including hardy
long flowering plants.

The Ballarat Friends’
AMBASSADORS Group
would love you to join them.
Your duties are simply to ‘meet and greet’
visitors to the Conservatory on weekends.
Just leave a message on the Office phone,
or call in one Tuesday.

Members $2 discount off each plant price of $10.
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022
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Wel
come
!

It is exciting to report to the Friends that in the past month we have been able to
attract seven Ballarat organisations to commit to Corporate Membership of the Friends of Ballarat
Botanical Gardens.

A small group has met this year to decide on the aspects and funding of this new initiative. We are grateful for advice
from Elizabeth Gilfillan and Mark Schultz in particular.
The corporate membership is separate to the Ballarat Botanical Gardens Foundation work in fundraising and is an
important contribution to the work of our volunteer organisation.
Some 25 organisations were approached during June and July by both mail and personal contact.
In approaching these companies we pointed out the importance of our Gardens, particularly during COVID when so many
people enjoyed getting out into nature and the beauty of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens. Not only are the Gardens an
amazing tourism asset but are extremely important to the well-being of the community.
Corporate Membership is acknowledged in issues of Wellingtonia by highlighting the companies (see below) . Corporate
Members will also be invited to a special annual occasion and are welcome to all our Friends gatherings and events.
This is a great start to connecting the Friends to our business and education community. Welcome one and all!
Wendy Taylor

YOU

Dear Member: HOW ABOUT
GET INVOLVED WITH THE FRIENDS
BY PARTICIPATING IN ONE OF OUR MANY GROUPS or EVENTS?
YOU have a unique set of skills! Just what the Ballarat Friends need! We have regularly invited members
to help with the BotaniKIDS group, the Growing Friends, the Ambassadors, the Guides and other groups.
Each group is always looking to increase its numbers and member participation levels. There is a veritable
kaleidoscope of jobs you could help fill. Contact the Friends at info@fbbg.org.au or leave a message on (03) 5342 9354.
'Wellingtonia, Spring 2022
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Friends of Ballarat Botanical Gardens 2022
Friends of Ballarat Botanic Gardens Inc., P.O. Box 33W, Ballarat West 3350
Email: info@fbbg.org.au
www: https://fbbg.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsBBG
https://www.facebook.com/ballaratbotaniKIDS/

Tel. Contact (George Longley Building) 03 5342 9354

FBBG COMMITTEE
meets 3r d Tuesday of each month at 4pm
POSITION
President
Vice President
Past President
Minute Secretary
Treasurer
BotaniKIDS / Education
Events and Speakers
Foundation Rep.
Publicity/Promotions
General member
General member
General member
General member
AAFBG rep
Growing Friends
Guides
History
Hospitality
Membership
Newsletter Editor

NAME
Terry O’Brien
Vacant
Robert Selkirk
Natalie Radomski
Kim Nolan
Julie Bradby
Carole Haines
Terry O’Brien
Wendy Taylor
Jock Gilbert
Lorraine Powell
Geoff Notman
Vacant
Merrill Shulkes
Yvonne Curbach
Julie Chandler
Natalie Radomski - acting
Doff Kemp
Warwick Sellens
Michael Bird

The Bal l ar at
Bot anical Gar dens
Foundat ion Ltd
The Ballarat Botanical Gardens
Foundation's overriding purpose is to
raise funds to provide a strong and
sustainable financial basis to support
the our Botanical Gardens.
In addition we aim at advancing the natural environment in
the Botanical Gardens and, in so doing, advance and
preserve the heritage of the Gardens as a horticultural
museum.
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. Ballarat
Botanical Gardens Foundation Ltd. Banking:
Direct deposit. BSB 633 000. Account No. 165027434
Website:
www.BallaratBotanicalGardensFoundation.com.au

FRIENDS GROUPS
Involvement in our groups brings rewarding social benefits
and support for our organisation. Please contact Ann in the
office if you would like more information about becoming
involved. Most groups meet in the George Longley Building.

Ambassadors: Trish Twaits
On Weekends and other times - Conservatory
Botanical Artists: Valerie Richards
Mondays at 10 am during school terms - GLR

BotaniKIDS /Educating Friends: Julie Bradby
As required in the Gatekeeper’s Cottage.

Guiding: Julie Chandler
4th Wednesdays at 10 am

Growing/Nursery: Yvonne Curbach
Every Tuesday and the second Sunday
each month 1 pm to 4 pm

History Group: Natalie Radomski (acting)
2nd Thursday each month 2.30 pm

Other Gr oups to Par tic ipate in:
Admin: Kim Nolan
Catering: Doff Kemp
Events: Carole Haines
Library: Lorraine Powell
Membership: Warwick Sellens
Newsletter: Michael Bird
Plant Trolley: Sue Rattray
Publicity: Wendy Taylor

This Newsletter is distributed with the financial assistance of the City of Ballarat.
We gratefully acknowledge the assistance provided by Ballarat Mailworks 521 Dowling Street Wendouree
Peter Marquand, Donna Thomas, Tim Entwisle, Merrill Shulkes, Warwick Sellens, Wendy Taylor,
Julie Bradby, Julie Chandler and Michael Bird all provided photos. Thanks!
Disclaimer: The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Friends of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens. The Friends of the Ballarat Botanical
Gardens does not accept responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed, although every effort will be made to publish reliable and accurate information.
Contributions for the Summer Wellingtonia 2022-3 are due by early December please. Michael Bird, Editor.
Editorial Committee: Terry O’Brien, Merrill Shulkes, Wendy Taylor and Michael Bird.
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